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FEW STATES HAVE USED BROAD-BASED INCREASE TO SOLVE BUDGET WOES-According to an article in the Patriot News, Most states have taken steps to raise new revenue, but the majority have confined the damage to relatively small expansions of sales taxes on goods or services; higher taxes on tobacco, alcohol or gasoline; or increases in fees such as motor vehicle registrations, fishing licenses and park admissions. According to data compiled by the nonpartisan Washington, D.C.-based Tax Foundation, only 10 of the 41 states that have enacted fiscal 2010 budgets resorted to a broad-based tax increase. Seven — California, Delaware, Hawaii, New Jersey, New York, Oregon and Wisconsin — have raised personal income taxes, mostly on higher-income households. Four — California again, Massachusetts, Minnesota and Nevada — raised sales tax rates. That means 31 other states closed budget gaps through some combination of spending cuts, use of reserves, federal stimulus money and specifically targeted taxes. “Most states have been relying on spending cuts and other moves,” said Joe Henchman, the director of state projects for the Tax Foundation. In those where income taxes have been raised, “it’s not been an everybody-share-the-pain type of an increase. It’s been ‘let’s go after these people at the top.’” In Pennsylvania, a proposed 16 percent personal income tax hike is at the center of a budget stalemate. Click here to read the Patriot News article.


SUPPORTERS OF SCOTLAND SCHOOL URGE LEGISLATORS TO ‘SAVE OUR SCHOOL’-Representative Bryan Barbin (D-Cambria) held a press conference yesterday with the Scotland School Foundation to rally support for his bill, House Bill 1713 which would suspend the closure of the school until a study could be done examining the full effects of its closure.  Rep. Barbin proudly proclaimed that “this is why I was elected,” and added that this is not a partisan issue, rather that it is a Pennsylvania issue. Rep. Barbin said he is sponsoring House Bill 1713 “because it was wrong that we would close SSVC before ever looking at the details about why it should be closed.” Rep. Barbin stated that though he hasn’t been in Harrisburg long, he has been here long enough to know that veterans have “given more than anything I could ever give,” and also that he cares because his ancestors cared. If SB 850 takes out $25 million from veterans benefits, Rep. Barbin said, “They’re wrong, and we need to convince them that they are wrong.” Rep. Rob Kauffman (R-Cumberland) stated that at no time during his tenure did he imagine he would have to be fighting to save SSVC from closure. Rep. Kauffman expressed that he has been disheartened to see first-hand the “vicious campaign of misinformation that has been put out, on a regular basis by this administration,” and said it was beyond his comprehension that the administration would go on the attack against SSVC, calling it “shameful.” Check the PLS Capitol Toolbox to read the full story.


SENATE APPROVES GAMING REFORM LEGISLATION-The Senate approved bipartisan legislation yesterday that would make significant reforms to the law governing casinos in Pennsylvania, 47 to 1. Senate Bill 711, sponsored by Senator Jane Earll (R-Erie), would make numerous changes to the law regulating casinos in Pennsylvania. According to Senator Earll’s press release, it would reestablish the prohibition on political campaign contributions by individuals and entities subject to the Gaming Act, bar outside employment by members of the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board (PGCB), and extend the ban on felons receiving gaming licenses. “When the Gaming Law was enacted five years ago, Pennsylvania was entering largely uncharted waters. Over time, the need to tighten the law has become clear. This comprehensive legislation represents a bipartisan effort to prevent conflicts of interest, improve transparency, and give citizens confidence that safeguards are in place to properly regulate the industry,” said Senator Earll, who chairs the Senate Community, Economic and Recreational Development Committee. 



STATE SEN. JANE ORIE PONDERING 2010 U.S. SENATE BID- A day after PoliticsPA.com reported that Sen. Jane Orie, R-Allegheny, was exploring a run for U.S. Senate, she confirmed that report in a statement. Orie’s statement read: “Currently I am focused on the critical state budget negotiations that are taking place in Harrisburg and remain committed to the fight for a fiscally responsible budget that does not raise the taxes of hardworking Pennsylvanians. “That being said, I continue to be deeply troubled by the direction our country is heading and I am considering future opportunities, including a run for the United States Senate.” Currently the GOP active candidates for the Republican U.S. Senate nomination in 2010 are former U.S. Rep. Pat Toomey, R-Allentown, and Johnstown-based conservative activist Peg Luksik. CLICK HERE to read a report from Capitolwire.



IT IS WITH SADNESS WE REPORT OUR CONDOLENCES.  Joseph Lentz, the two-year old son of state Representative Bryan Lentz (D-Delaware) and wife Jennifer, died Wednesday from brain cancer.  Our thoughts and prayers are with the Lentz family.  If you are interested in making a donation, in lieu of flowers, send to: The Joseph Lentz Fund for Pediatric Brain Cancer Research, The Wannamaker Building, 100 Penn Square East, 8th Floor, Suite 8050, Philadelphia, PA  19107.  



Legislative Developments




· The house stands in recess until monday, July 13 at 1:00 and is currently on six hour call of the chair 
· house session schedule 
      July 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31

          



House Rules will meet at 3:45 p.m. on Monday, July 13, 2009 in Room 140 Main Capitol. The agenda is to be announced.



House Appropriations will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, July 13, 2009 in Room 140 Main Capitol. Agenda will be announced.



House Gaming Oversite will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, July 14, 2009 in Room 205 Ryan Office Building to consider HB 1317 (Santoni) Act providing for tuition relief and for a video lottery program; establishing penalties; and making appropriations.


House Local Government will hold a meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, July 13, 2009 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider HB 1682 (Sturla) Act authorizing counties to impose sales, use and occupancy taxes; & providing for the levying, assessment & collection of taxes & for DCED powers & duties or any other successor agency, the Dept. of Revenue & the State Treasurer.


House Professional Licensure will hold a meeting at 10:30 a.m. on July 14 2009 in Room 60 East Wing to consider SB 464 (Browne) Act providing for use of volunteer time by health care professionals in meeting continuing education requirements; SB 925 (Tomlinson) Amends the Massage Therapy Law, further providing for qualification for licensure and for other professions.


House Appropriations will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Tuesday, July 14, 2009. The agenda will be announced.



House State Government will hold a meeting Off the Floor on Tuesday, July 14, 2009 in Room G-50, Irvis Office Building to consider HB 1821 (Shapiro) Act providing for divestiture by the State Treasurer, the State Employees' Retirement System and the Public School Employees' Retirement System of investments in companies doing business in Iran and Sudan; SB 862 (Corman) Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the approval of the Governor, authorizing certain lands in Centre County to be conveyed; SB 14 (Mellow) Act authorizing the Borough of Old Forge, Lackawanna County, to transfer, sell and convey certain Project 70 lands free of restrictions imposed by the Project 70 Land Acquisition and Borrowing Act.



House Commerce will hold a meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Wed. July 15, 2009 in Room 205 Ryan Office Building to consider HB 795 (McIlvaine Smith) Amends Title 45 (Legal Notices), in legal advertising, further providing for additional publication in legal journals; and providing for electronic publication of legal advertising.



House Judiciary will hold at meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Wed. July 15, 2009 in Room 60, East Wing to consider SB 387 (Tartaglione) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) in assault, further providing for aggravated assault; SB 112 (Greenleaf) Amends Titles 42 (Judiciary) & codifying Title 61 (Penal & Correctional Institutions) further providing for adoption of guidelines for resentencing, for adoption of guidelines for parole etc. & changes & repeals relating to codification; SB 73 (Greenleaf) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses), in obstructing governmental operations, further providing for the offense of weapons or implements for escape and for contraband; and making a conforming amendment; HB 522 (Clymer) Amends Titles 18 (Crimes & Offenses) & 42 (Judiciary) further providing for arson and related offenses; and providing for sentences for arson of a historic resource.


House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness will hold a meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Wed. July 15, 2009. Agenda will be announced.



House Appropriations will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Wed. July 15, 2009 in Room 140 Main Capitol. Agenda will be announced.



Public Employee Retirement Commission will hold a meeting at 1:30 p.m. on Wed. July 15, 2009 in Room 461 Main Capitol on PERC Meeting and Legislative Review on HB 1828 (Williams, J) Amends the Municipal Pension Plan Funding Standard and Recovery Act, further providing for contents of actuarial valuation report, for minimum funding standard and for alternative funding mechanism.


House Insurance will hold a meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 16, 2009 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building; a public hearing on insurance fraud, specifically HB 1737 (Godshall) Amends The Insurance Department Act further providing for powers and duties of the Insurance Fraud Prevention Authority and for the Insurance Fraud Prevention Trust Fund; HB 1739 (Godshall) Amends The Insurance Company Law providing for antifraud plans; and making a related repeal; HB 1740 (Godshall) Amends Title 42 (Judiciary) providing for insurance fraud forfeiture; and further providing for seized property; HB 1750 (Barbin) Amends Titles 18 (Crimes & Offenses) & 40 (Insurance) further providing for insurance fraud; consolidating Article XI, further providing for purpose, definitions, Trust Fund, powers & duties of licensees & their employees & making a repeal.


House Consumer Affairs will hold a meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday July 16, 2009 in Room 60, East Wing to consider HB 192 (Preston) Act relating to broadband deployment, mapping and availability.


House Appropriations will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Thursday, July 16, 2009 in Room 140 Main Capitol. Agenda will be announced.



House Appropriations will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Friday, July 17, 2009 in Room 140 Main Capitol. Agenda will be announced.




· the senate stands in recess until monday, july 13, 2009, until 4:00 pm unless sooner recalled by the president pro tempore 
· senate session schedule 
· july 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
          



Senate Democratic Policy Committee will hold a meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, July 13, 2009 on 4th floor Philadelphia City Council Caucus Room, City Hall, Philadelphia. Roundtable discussion aimed at determining the impact of proposed state funding cuts in Southeastern Philadelphia & what steps might be taken to reverse the cuts or reduce the number of lay-offs or reductions in healthcare services.



Senate Education will hold a meeting at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, July 14 2009 Room 8E-A East Wing for a public hearing on Keystone Exam Compromise with briefing by chair of State Board of Education, Joe Torsella.



Senate Judiciary will hold a meeting at 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 14, 2009 in Room 8E-B East Wing to consider HB 39 (Caltagirone) Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) further providing for cruelty to animals; HB 222 (Baker, M) Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) providing for restitution for identity theft; and making a related repeal; HB 485 (Petrarca) Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) providing for the offense of illegal dumping of methamphetamine waste; and imposing a penalty; HB 1607 (Caltagirone) Amends Titles 42 (Judiciary), 44 (Law & Justice) & 75 (Vehicles) consolidating the law relating to constables; in Title 44, revising provisions on 2nd & 3rd class cities, on boroughs, townships etc; & making changes & related repeals HB 1648 (Eachus) Act establishing a joint legislative, executive and judicial commission on juvenile justice.


Senate State Government will meet at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 14, 2009 in Rules Committee Conference Room to consider the nominations of Charles P. Bednarik and Andrew DePaolo to the State Athletic Commission.


Senate Finance will hold a meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Wed. July 15,2009 in Room 461 Main Capitol to consider SB 918 (Eichelberger) Amends Title 53 (Municipalities) consolidating & amending the 3rd Class County Assessment Board Law, the 4th to 8th Class & Selective County Assessment Law & provisions of The County Code, etc. & making related repeals; SB 952 (Tomlinson) Amends the Tax Reform Code, further providing for additions to tax; SB 953 (Tomlinson) Amends the Tax Reform Code, further providing for income tax returns.


Legislative Updates



	HB 1770   
	Gergely
	Amends the Unemployment Compensation Law, further defining "State 'on' indicator" and "State 'off' indicator"; and further providing for total extended benefit amount.


	Bill History:
	07-06-09 H Set on the House Voting Schedule
07-06-09 H Voted favorably from committee on House Appropriations
07-06-09 H Reported as committed from House Appropriations
07-06-09 H Set on the House Calendar
07-06-09 H Second consideration
07-07-09 H Set on the House Calendar
07-07-09 H Set on the House Voting Schedule
07-07-09 H Laid out for discussion
07-07-09 H Third consideration
07-07-09 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:197/N: 1)
07-10-09 S Received in the Senate and referred to Senate Labor and Industry




	
	HR 127   
	Levdansky
	Resolution directing the Legislative Budget & Finance Committee to determine the impact of PA's tax credit programs on the Commonwealth's economy, job market, & state & local tax revenues.


	Bill History:
	07-09-09 H Discussed in public meeting ...Joint Legislative Budget & Finance Committee




	
	SR 20   
	Pippy
	Resolution directing the Legislative Budget & Finance Committee to determine the impact of PA's tax credit programs on the Commonwealth's economy, job market & State & local tax revenues.


	Bill History:
	07-09-09 G Discussed in meeting on tax credit, KOZ, afterschool program ...Joint Legislative Budget & Finance Committee




Articles of Interest



	07-10-2009
	USDA to Measure Farmers' Crop Yields
  (Press Release)


	07-09-2009
	Cleaning up: New food safety guidelines might be industry’s last chance
Americans shouldn’t have to worry whether their food is safe to eat. Of late, however, that’s become a valid concern. From the massive salmonella outbreak in peanuts to the recall of cookie dough, the safety of the food chain in the United States is certainly suspect.... - BC TIMES 


	07-09-2009
	USDA: 2008 Fruit Production News Release for Pennsylvania
  (Press Release)


	07-08-2009
	Rep. Sturla introduces bill to strengthen Clean and Green Program
  (Press Release)


	07-08-2009
	Rep. Casorio co-sponsoring proposed minimum wage hike
  (Press Release)


	07-07-2009
	Food safety bill does little to solve problem
by Stephen Conklin, Jr. Tuesday July 07, 2009, 12:59 AM The Gestapo Food Act, (otherwise known as) HR2749, must be stopped. Here we have yet another phony food safety bill, which does nothing but grant the FDA massive new police powers without policy oversight. And it... - PATRIOT 


	07-06-2009
	Valley corn crops thriving, but there's a lot of growing season left
Alle-Kiski Valley farmers say this year's corn crop is living up to the standards set by the adage "knee high by the Fourth of July." "It's about knee high," said farmer Ed Misera of Frazer, who grows sweet corn. "Some of mine is about at my belt or higher."... - VALLEY NEWS DISPATCH 


	07-06-2009
	Revised Pennsylvania Senate Republican News Brief - July 6, 2009
  (Press Release)

	
	
	




Other Articles



	07-10-2009
	House Republican Budget - Highlights and Revenue Sources
  (Press Release)


	07-10-2009
	New COBRA rules will cover small business
For those who work at small companies, today is a better day to lose that job than yesterday. That's because today a new state law regarding health insurance benefits takes effect, allowing employees in small business to keep their insurance coverage after losing a job.... - POST-GAZ. 


	07-09-2009
	State Board of Ed Announces Common-Ground Plan for High School Grad Requirements
  (Press Release)


	07-09-2009
	House minority leader wants budget bill brought to vote
HARRISBURG — Frustrated by lack of House action on a budget in the eighth day of an impasse, Republican Leader Sam Smith said today he is pondering initiating a parliamentary maneuver that would allow rank-and-file members to vote on a spending plan. "Someone needs to take charge of the House and run an appropriations bill,"... - TRIB 


	07-08-2009
	Bad Water 2009: The Impact on Human Health in the Chesapeake Bay Region
  (Press Release)


	07-07-2009
	State senate approves juvenile justice commission bill
HARRISBURG - The Senate on Monday approved a bill to create a special state commission to investigate the Luzerne County Courthouse scandal, but now lawmakers face a joint decision on whether that commission should have subpoena power. The measure by Sen. Lisa Baker, R-Lehman Township, which was approved... - WB CIT. VOICE 


	07-07-2009
	Expanding options for state gambling is not budget solution
Legislators in Harrisburg are kicking around a few proposals that would expand gambling laws across the state in an effort to balance the state budget. It's no secret that Gov. Ed Rendell has been seeking ways to offset a significant shortfall. Rendell recently suggested a temporary increase in... - WC DAILY 


	07-06-2009
	They're letting me (and you) balance the budget
Iheard about it briefly while watching the news on WGAL-TV one night last week. It's an online challenge to anyone who wants to try balancing the state budget on their own. The state missed its deadline to balance the 2009-10 budget -- it was June 30 at midnight -- and this test is an opportunity for... - YORK DISPATCH 


