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TIME TO SPRING AHEAD – daylight saving time begins Sunday, March 8 at 1:59 A.M.  This provides additional daylight for active hours of work and play.  Fire safety officials use this time to promote checking the batteries in your home and office fire alarms and smoke detectors during the two annual time changes.  So, enjoy the extra hours of daylight and be safe; check your fire alarm systems! 



GETTING EVERYONE COVERED CONFERENCE – March 8 and 9 at the Hilton Harrisburg.   The Pennsylvania Health Access Network will host Getting Everyone Covered, a conference for those who are or want to become part of the movement to make sure every Pennsylvanian has health coverage. Co-sponsors of this conference include AARP-Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center, and HCAN-Pennsylvania.  The conference begins Sunday evening, March 8th, with a reception starting at 7:00 p.m. The formal conference program begins at 10:00 a.m. Monday morning, March 9th. You may register for the entire event or for either day. The cost for the entire event is $25 per participant.  Speakers will include Governor Ed Rendell, State Senator Ted Erickson, State Representative Tony DeLuca, Insurance Commissioner Joel Ario, and Office of Health Reform Director Ann Torregrossa.



GOVERNOR EDWARD G. RENDELL AND THE PENNSYLVANIA COMMISSION FOR WOMEN – will honor women in the military at the Women’s History Month celebration at noon, Monday, March 9, in the Main Capitol Rotunda, Harrisburg. The event will recognize seven Pennsylvania women with military ties and two students from the Valley Forge Military Academy and College.  Other speakers will include First Lady Judge Marjorie O. Rendell, Adjutant General Maj. Gen. Jessica L. Wright and Women’s Commission Executive Director Leslie Stiles.   The program will also feature vocalist and Pittsburgh resident Daphne Alderson.


LEGISLATURE TO HONOR CITIZEN-SOLDIERS ON 'NATIONAL GUARD DAY' – Tuesday, March 10.  The events will begin at 9:00 A.M. in the Capitol East Wing Rotunda with the unveiling of military displays outlining Guard programs, and an ongoing art exhibit featuring works from retired Pennsylvania Guardsman Lt. Col. David Russell.  At 11:00 A.M. Speaker McCall and Pennsylvania National Guard Adjutant General Jessica Wright will address a session of the House of Representatives.  At Noon the Air National Guard Band will perform in the Main Capitol Rotunda.



REPRESENTATIVE JOSH SHAPIRO, D-MONTGOMERY – will hold a press conference Wednesday, March 11 at 10:00 A.M. in the Main Capitol Rotunda.  Shapiro will discuss legislation he introduced to make Pennsylvania roads safer by banning the use of hand-held cell phones while driving and require drivers to use hands-free devices if they want to talk on their cell phones while driving.  Joining Shapiro will be State Representative Eugene DePasquale, D-York, who has announced plans to introduce legislation to ban the dangerous practice of text messaging while driving in Pennsylvania.



THE HARRISBURG REGIONAL CHAMBER & CAPITAL REGION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (HRC/CREDC) – will hold its Annual Dinner on Thursday, March 12 at the Hershey Lodge.  The keynote speaker is humorist Mary Feeley.  Nearly 400 business, community, and political leaders are expected to attend.  The cocktail reception begins at 5:30 p.m.; dinner and program begin at 6:30 p.m.


STATE REPRESENTATIVE DAVID ARGALL HAS WON THE SPECIAL ELECTION – for the 29th Senatorial District, which comprises all of Schuylkill County, and parts of Berks, Carbon, Lehigh, Monroe and Northampton counties.  Senator elect Argall’s election brings the Pennsylvania Senate to its full complement of 50 and now creates a vacancy in the House.  The House Speaker will schedule the special election date to fill Argall’s seat.  Argall was first elected to the House in 1984.  He served as Majority Appropriations Chair and Majority Whip.  



SPEAKER SEEKS CANDIDATES TO FILL ARGALL SEAT – strongly Republican seat that Argall has held since 1984.  Speaker Keith McCall (D-Carbon) hopes that Rep. David Argall’s 124th House District seat can be filled during the May primary.  Under state law the Speaker has 60 days to call a special election to fill the seat. Argall would have to give up his seat by March 20 to allow for a special election in the spring primary. At this time the House D’s do not have a candidate in mind.



REPRESENTATIVE CRAIG DALLY (R-NORTHAMPTON) – has announced his candidacy for the Court of Common Pleas in Northampton County.  There are three vacancies on the Court that will be filled this election.  Dally has represented the 138th District since 1996.


HOUSE DEMOCRATS OUTLINE POLICY AGENDA – other than the obvious issue of the state budget.  The House Democrats intend to address topics including:  grow jobs and stimulate the economy; work on infrastructure projects; increase educational opportunities; protect the vulnerable and the most needy and provide affordable healthcare



GOVERNOR RENDELL ANNOUNCES THE RESIGNATION OF DCNR SECRETARY MICHAEL DIBERARDINIS – effective Friday, April 3.  The buzz is he will be going back to Philadelphia to head the department to be formed by the merger of the Fairmount Park Commission and the Recreation Department.


REPRESENTATIVE ROBERT E. BELFANTI JR., D-NORTHUMBERLAND - remains in critical condition, but that he is steadily improving in his battle with acute pneumonia according to a treating physician at Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center.  Representative Belfanti, a Democrat, serves all of Montour County and parts of Northumberland and Columbia counties.  He has been a member of the state House since 1981 and is currently chairman of the Labor Relations Committee.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to the chairman and his family.



Legislative Developments

Having completed three weeks of state budget hearings, the General Assembly will return to session Monday, March 9 at 1:00 P.M.



the house session is adjourned until 1:00 p.m. Monday, March 9, 2009.

· house session schedule 
          March           9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31

          April             1, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29

          May              4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13

          June             1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30



The Intergovernmental Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Monday, March 9 at 10:00 A.M. in Room G-50, Irvis Office Building for a public hearing on Federal Economic Stimulus Plan.



The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to meet off the floor in Room 140 Main Capitol with the agenda to be announced.



The Professional Licensure Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 10 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 205, Ryan Office Building to consider Final Form Regulation 16A-5318 and;

HB 416 Barbin 

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) defining "licensing board" & "professional or occupational license"; & defining the offense of impersonating the holder of a professional or occupational license.

HB 299 Goodman

Amends act empowering the General Counsel or his designee to issue subpoenas for certain licensing board activities; for hearing examiners in the Bureau of Prof. & Occup. Affairs; further providing for civil penalties & making repeals.



The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 10, off the floor in Room 140 Main Capitol with the agenda to be announced.



The Judiciary Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 10, off the floor in Room G-50, Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 209 Caltagirone

Amends Title 42 (Judiciary) & codifying Title 61 (Penal & Correctional Institutions) providing for temporary release from county correctional institutions, parole without board supervision, jud. power to release inmates & medical transfer.

HB 219 Cohen

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) further providing for exceptions to prohibition of interception & disclosure of communications; & defining the offense of video or audio monitoring.

HB 412 Lentz

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses), in wiretapping and electronic surveillance, further providing for exceptions to prohibition of interception and disclosure of communications.

HB 567 Gillespie

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) further providing for corruption of minors.



The Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 11 at 9:30 A.M. in Room 39 East Wing for a meeting with Penn State Cooperative Extension on agriculture and environmental issues relating to Marcellus Shale.



The Education Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 11 at 9:30 A.M. in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 240 Conklin

Act providing for sexual violence awareness education programs for new students matriculating to institutions of higher education or private licensed schools that receive public funding & for duties of the Dept. of Education.

HB 520 Haluska

Amends Public School Code further providing for the sale of unused & unnecessary lands & buildings; providing for State reimbursement for mobile classroom facilities; & making editorial changes.

HR 35 O’Brien, M

Resolution memorializing the Dept. of Education to create stimulating ways to implement geography education in our public schools.

HR 91 Evans, J

Resolution urging the institutions in higher education that receive State funding to recognize American Sign Language coursework for foreign language credit.



The Labor Relations Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 11 at 9:30 A.M. in Room 205 Ryan Office Building for the adoption of permanent committee rules and a presentation by the Department of Labor and Industry.



The Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee on Federal State Relations is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 11 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 421 Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 267 Thomas

Act directing the LBFC to conduct a study relating to the feasibility of requiring all health insurance plans offered to employees of PA to be part of a single trust fund for the provision of health insurance plans to employees & report study.

HB 413 Carroll

Amends The Fiscal Code providing for census data.

HB 491 Smith, K

Act requiring State agencies to conduct public hearings in certain geographic areas of this Commonwealth prior to implementing pilot programs.

HR 67 Cruz

Resolution urging Congress of the United States to designate a day each year in honor of the lifetime achievements of the late Roberto Clemente.

HR 68 Cruz

Resolution urging the Congress of the United States to declare March 31, each year, a national holiday in honor of the late, great farm worker leader Cesar E. Chavez.

HR 78 Wheatley

Resolution providing for the establishment of a select committee to investigate the degree to which minority, women, & disadvantaged-owned business enterprises have been utilized in contracts awarded by the Commonwealth.



The Urban Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 11 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 302 Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 422 Freeman

Amends the Housing Authorities Law, further providing for powers of authority.

HB 687 Dermody

Amends Title 62 (Procurement), in guaranteed energy savings contracts, further providing for definitions, for contracting procedures and for contract provisions.



The Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 11 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 60 East Wing to consider:

HB 468 Melio

Amends Titles 35 (Health & Safety) & 75 (Vehicles), regulating emergency medical services systems; providing for licensure; conferring powers on the Dept. of Health; for Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund distributions; for a repeal.

HB 718 Melio

Amends the Public Safety Emergency Telephone Act, further providing for the Wireless E-911 Emergency Services Fund.

HB 254 Fairchild

Amends the Public Welfare Code providing for veterans.



The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 11 off the floor in Room 140 Main Capitol with the agenda to be announced.



The Aging and Older Adult Services Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 12 at 9:30 A.M. in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building for a public hearing on aging-related budget hearing.



The Insurance Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 12 at 9:30 A.M. in Room 140 Main Capitol for a public hearing on:

HB 745 Deluca

Amends The Insurance Company Law further providing for conditions subject to which policies are to be issued; providing for health insurance coverage for certain children of insured parents & for affordable small group coverage.



The Appropriations Subcommittee on Fiscal Policy is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 12 at 10:00 A.M. in King of Prussia for a public hearing on Carbon Sequestration.



The Health and Human Services Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 12 at 1:00 P.M. in Room 140 Main Capitol for a public hearing on:

HB 47 Curry

Act providing for education for parents relating to sudden infant death syndrome & sudden unexpected death of infants; establishing the Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Education & Prevention Program; & providing for Dept. of Health duties.



The House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Committee and the Senate Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Committee are scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 11 at 1:00 P.M. in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building for a joint hearing to consider the Scotland School for Veterans Children.



The House Local Government Committee and the Senate Local Government Committee are scheduled to meet Thursday, March 12 at 9:30 A.M. in Room 8E-A East Wing for a joint hearing on economic issues and legislative priorities of local governments



the senate session stands in recess until 1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 9, 2009.

· senate session schedule 
          March           9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31

          April             1, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29

          May              4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13

          June             1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30



The Rules and Executive Nominations Committee is scheduled to meet Monday, March 9, off the floor to consider certain executive nominations.



The Banking and Insurance Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 10 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 461 Main Capitol to consider:

SB 170 Brubaker

Amends Title 7 (Banks & Banking) further providing for mortgage loan business prohibitions.

SB 171 Brubaker

Amends the Department of Banking Code further providing for employee protection.

SB 189 Corman

Amends the Insurance Company Law further providing for conditions subject to which policies are to be issued; and providing for health insurance coverage for certain children of insured parents.

SB 237 Corman

Amends The Insurance Company Law, in health & accident insurance, providing for group health policies to continue for period of time after termination of employment or membership in health maintenance organizations.

SB 442 White, D

Amends The Insurance Company Law, in health & accident insurance, providing for group health policies to continue for period of time after termination of employment or membership in health maintenance organizations.

SB 443 White, D

Act establishing a system for payment or reduction in payment for preventable serious adverse events within this Commonwealth; and providing for the powers and duties of the Dept. of Health & Dept. of State.



The Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 10 at 10:30 A.M. in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building for a public hearing on the Public Utility Commission budget request.



The Aging and Youth Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 10 at 11:00 A.M. in Room 461 Main Capitol to consider the nomination of John Michael Hall as Secretary of Aging.



The Judiciary Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 10 at 11:30 A.M. in Room 8E-B East Wing to consider:

SB 221 Greenleaf

Act regulating bail bond enforcement agents; requiring licensure and registration; and providing for penalties.

SB 366 Browne

Amends Title 42 (Judiciary & Judicial Procedure) further providing for right to bail.

SB 383 Orie

Amends Title 42 (Judiciary & Judicial Procedure) in organization and jurisdiction of courts of common pleas, authorizing the establishment of problem solving courts.

SB 387 Tartaglione

Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) in assault, further providing for aggravated assault.

SB 391 Greenleaf

Act repealing an act relating to certain Children's Homes.

SB 432 Greenleaf

Act providing for the protection of victims of sexual violence, for duties of law enforcement agencies, for procedure and for penalties.

SB 434 Greenleaf

Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations), in liability for tortuous acts of children, further providing for monetary limits of liability.

SB 436 Costa, J

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) further providing for burglary.

And to consider County Probation and Parole Officers’ Firearm Education and Training Commission, Final Form Regulation #41-018



The Game and Fisheries Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 10 at NOON in Room  8E-A East Wing for a public hearing to afford the Pennsylvania Game Commission the opportunity to present their annual report.



The Education Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 12 at NOON in York for a presentation by Lincoln Charter School and a public hearing on Charter School Law.



Legislative Updates



	
	HB 174 
	Carroll
	Amends Title 3 (Agriculture) codifying the Public Eating & Drinking Place Law & the Food Act; providing for the protection of public health & regs.; requiring licensing; for food employee certification & farmers' markets; making appeals.


	Bill History:
	02-24-09 H Meeting set for 2:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building ...House Agriculture and Rural Affairs
02-24-09 H Voted favorably from committee as amended House Agriculture and Rural Affairs




	
	HB 511  
	Cutler
	Amends Title 3 (Agriculture) & 18 (Crimes & Offenses) providing for the definitions of "agricultural biosecurity areas" & for "posted notice"; & further providing for keeping & handling of domestic animals, for criminal trespass & ecoterrorism.


	Bill History:
	02-24-09 H Meeting set for 2:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building ...House Agriculture and Rural Affairs
02-24-09 H Voted favorably from committee on House Agriculture and Rural Affairs




	
	HB 616   
	Boyd
	Amends Title 42 (Judiciary & Judicial Procedure) providing for liability rules applicable to product sellers.


	Companions:
	HB 123
Boyd
(Refiled from 07R Session)
SB 705
Baker, L
(Refiled from 07R Session)



	Bill History:
	02-24-09 H Filed
02-24-09 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Judiciary




	
	HB 651   
	DeLuca
	Act requiring information about carbon monoxide additives to be placed on packaging labels of meats sold at retail.


	Companions:
	HB 1749
DeLuca
(Refiled from 07R Session)



	Bill History:
	02-26-09 H Filed
02-27-09 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Agriculture and Rural Affairs




	
	HB 723   
	Hickernell
	Amends Workers' Compensation Act further providing for the schedule of compensation.


	Companions:
	HB 514
Hickernell
(Refiled from 07R Session)



	Bill History:
	03-04-09 H Filed
03-05-09 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Labor Relations




	
	HB 760  
	Petri
	Amends the Tax Reform Code further providing for imposition of the corporate net income tax.


	Bill History:
	03-05-09 H Filed
03-06-09 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Finance




Articles of Interest



	03-06-2009
	Rep. Cohen working to beef up food safety
  (Press Release)


	03-06-2009
	Food Problems Elude Private Inspectors
When food industry giants like Kellogg want to ensure that American consumers are being protected from contaminated products, they rely on private inspectors like Eugene A. Hatfield. So last spring Mr. Hatfield headed to the Peanut Corporation of America plant in southwest Georgia to... - NY TIMES 


	03-06-2009
	Food vs. fuel
Consider some disturbing facts recently published by the International Food Policy Research Institute and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization: 1. Daily there are 963,000,000 (million) human beings in the world who experience hunger, malnutrition and starvation.... - SOMERSET DAILY 


	03-05-2009
	PA Farm Bureau: PA Farmers Discuss Economic Issues Confronting Agriculture
  (Press Release)


	03-05-2009
	Pa. unemployment claims easing down from Jan. peak
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — The latest data shows unemployment compensation filings in Pennsylvania are slowing down after reaching a peak in early January... - AP 


	03-04-2009
	National animal ID proposal is flawed
The National Animal Identification System proposals are a preposterous waste of time and money. Not only will they do nothing substantial to make food safer, their real purpose is to drive small farmers out of business in favor of huge agribusiness farms. We don't need this.... - EASTON EXPRESS 


	03-04-2009
	Study Urges More Oversight of Dietary Items
More than half of all American adults, or at least 114 million people, use dietary supplements like vitamin pills, diet pills, herbs and energy drinks. But the Food and Drug Administration does not have enough authority to ensure that the products are safe, and it should seek more oversight... - NY TIMES 


	03-03-2009
	Rep. Hanna: Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee approves food safety bill
  (Press Release)




Other Articles

	03-06-2009
	Smith to Rendell: Follow your own advice
HARRISBURG — Thursday, House Republican Leader Sam Smith of Punxsy suggested that Gov. Ed Rendell follow his own advice — be careful with federal stimulus dollars — and added that the governor’s plan for spending federal stimulus funding will grow the state budget and force a... - PUNX. SPIRIT 


	03-06-2009
	Eachus: Get stimulus money flowing quickly
Pa. lawmaker from Butler Twp. also weighs in on gambling, budgetary issues. BILL O ’ BOYLE boboyle@timesleader.com WILKES-BARRE – The key to Pennsylvania’s economic recovery is how fast the state can put its estimated $18 billion in stimulus funding to work, according to an area state representative.... - WB TIMES LEADER 


	03-06-2009
	Senate GOP not sold on video poker plans
Don’t bet on video poker machines making their way to Pennsylvania bars and clubs any time soon, according to state Senate GOP spokesman Erik Arneson. “We are still in the process of trying to straighten out the regulatory structure for the existing casinos and we’re having problems with that... - DELCO TIMES 


	03-05-2009
	Rendell picks 2 'czars' to oversee stimulus cash
Governor also wants panel to monitor how money is spent By John L. Micek Call Harrisburg Bureau  March 5, 2009 Gov. Ed Rendell on Wednesday announced he'll have two accountability czars keeping track of the estimated $16 billion in federal stimulus money that's... - MORNING CALL 


	03-04-2009
	PA GOP: Dave Argall Wins Big In State Senate Special Election
  (Press Release)


	03-04-2009
	Governor Rendell Outlines Pa's Plans for Stimulus Spending
  (Press Release)


	03-04-2009
	National Governors Association: NGA Today Newsletter - March 4, 2009
  (Press Release)


	03-04-2009
	Governor Rendell Outlines Spending Plan for Federal Stimulus Dollars
  (Press Conference)


	03-03-2009
	Rep. Hanna: Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee approves food safety bill
  (Press Release)


	03-01-2009
	Regulators moving closer to oil, natural gas action
HARRISBURG – State oil and gas regulators are moving closer to where the drilling is. The Department of Environmental Protection is opening a satellite office in Williamsport to monitor the natural gas drilling boom in the Marcellus Shale formation underlying the farm fields and forests of Northeast... - SCRANTON TIMES 


