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CORBETT MAKES IT OFFICIAL-According to an article in the Pittsburgh Post Gazette, Attorney General Tom Corbett declared his candidacy for governor before several hundred supporters at the Senator John Heinz History Center promising “leadership that says no to corruption.” As the notes of Genesis’ “Turn It On Again,” echoed in the museum’s lobby, the Republican prosecutor pledged to “turn on the power of Pennsylvania.” Denouncing the current stalled spending talks, he called for a constitutional amendment to create a two-year budget cycle. Mr. Corbett said he would “restore trust in Harrisburg,” with a series of initiatives including the abolition of the legislative grants, known as “Wams,” or walking around money, and a reduction in the size of the state’s auto fleet


PRESIDENT OBAMA TO PROVIDE STAR-POWER TO SPECTER FUNDRAISER- Making good on promises made when U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter switched his party affiliation to the Democrats several months ago, President Barack Obama will attend a fundraiser in Philadelphia whose proceeds will go to both Specter and the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, reports The Morning Call of Allentown. The Morning Call writes that Obama could have taken a more neutral path, now that Specter has a Democratic primary challenger – U.S. Rep. Joe Sestak of Delaware County – and that the President’s appearance at the event demonstrates “an unusual measure of personal commitment in a primary battle whose outcome is far from clear.”



PA PRESS CLUB LUNCHEON- The next PA Press Club luncheon is Monday, September 21 at noon at the Harrisburg Hilton, One N. 2nd Street, Harrisburg.  The guest will be PA Supreme Court Democratic nominee, Judge Jack Panella.  The cost is $25 per person and must be paid in advance. Please RSVP to 717-540-0296 or info@papressclub.org.


RENDELL NAMED TO ESQUIRE MAGAZINE’S LIST OF 75 BEST PEOPLE- Gov. Ed Rendell was named one of the world's best 75 people by Esquire Magazine, finishing behind singer Beyonce' and actor Matt Damon and U.S. Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y., but ahead of comedian Stephen Colbert. The magazine said its litmus test was people they would like to have a drink with but also trust to care for their puppy.


PA TURNPIKE, PENN DOT TO REAPPLY FOR I-80 TOLLING AUTHORITY, REPORTS TRIBUNE-The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review reports the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission and the state Department of Transportation could complete their re-application to toll Interstate 80 by late next month. In 2007, Act 44 was signed into law to both increase Pa. Turnpike tolls and allow for the tolling of Interstate 80 in order to generate nearly $1 billion annually for the state’s roads, highways, bridges and mass transit systems. Tolling I-80 is key part of the plan, and without it, revenues next year will drop to about $450 million. The state’s first I-80 tolling application, which must be approved by the federal government, was rejected by the Federal Highway Administration last year because officials said they required a fair-market analysis of the tolling plan before moving forward with their consideration. That analysis is the last piece of the application the turnpike commission plans to submit to federal highway officials this fall. 



GOVERNOR, LEGISLATIVE LEADERS COMMENT ON BUDGET AGREEMENT- Following the announcement that a budget agreement has been reached, Governor Rendell, along with House Democrat and Senate Republican leaders discussed the terms of the agreement and its implications for Pennsylvania. While exact details of the agreement will be released to the rest of the General Assembly before being made public, Governor Rendell reported the deal builds upon the concessions made by both sides earlier in the day. He said he is satisfied the proposal now meets his dual requirements of balancing future budgets and protecting education investments.  Now begins the process of moving the necessary pieces of legislation through the House and Senate and to the Governor’s desk to enact a budget.



RENDELL PROCLAIMS SEPT 20-26 ‘EMPLOY OLDER WORKERS WEEK’ -Governor Edward G. Rendell today proclaimed Sept. 20-26 as "Employ Older Workers Week" to remind employers that older workers have much to offer in the workplace and to honor the achievements of the state's mature job force. "Pennsylvania is blessed with a wealth of older people who know the value of work and possess unique skills," Governor Rendell said. "Older adults often have decades of experience and knowledge that can easily be transferred to many lines of work and they are willing to learn new skills." Some older workers are seeking a financial boost, while others work or volunteer because they simply enjoy the effort and environment. Employers are urged to hire older workers who have a strong work ethic and desire to do well.


PITTSBURGH’S ANTICIPATION OF G-20 SUMMIT SEPTEMBER 24-25, 2009 - Mayor Ravenstahl, who eagerly courted the White House when it made overtures to the city as a site for the G-20, hopes to present Pittsburgh as a reinvented city that has shed its image of heavy industrial grime and become a showplace for modern commerce.  Pittsburgh hung banners, swept streets and gussied up its downtown in preparation for the meeting. 


ANNUAL GRIDIRON DINNER TICKETS - Tickets are still available for the Annual Gridiron Dinner on October 5th in Harrisburg when the State Capitol Newsroom roasts the Governor and the Governor gets to hit back at the reporters. Tickets are $80 each and are available by emailing CC@christinecorrigan.com.



Legislative Developments




· House Session Schedule 
        The House stands in recess until the call of the Chair.


A Local Government Commission meeting will be held at 8:45 a.m. on Wed. Sept. 23, 2009 in Room 14 East Wing. It will be a regular business meeting



House Urban Affairs will hold a meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Wed. Sept. 23, 2009 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider Regulation #2776- Department of Community and Economic Development: 4-91 Industrialized Housing.



House Transportation will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Wed. Sept 23, 2009 in Room 60, East Wing to consider SB 1047 (Scarnati) Amends the Rail Freight Preservation and Improvement Act, further providing for contracts, procurement and sale of property and competition in award of contracts; SB 1070 (Mellow) Act designating Route 611, from Main Street in the Village of Tobyhanna to Interstate 380 in Coolbaugh Township, Monroe County, as the Trooper Joshua D. Miller Memorial Highway.



House Insurance will hold a meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 24, 2009 in Room 140 Main Capitol, a public hearing on Total Quality Management for Health Care Facilities.



House Urban Affairs will hold a meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 24,2009 in Room 302 Irvis Office Building to consider HB 1092 (White, J.) Amends The Administrative Code, in DCED, further providing for powers and duties in general; HB 1917 (Perzel) Amends the Municipal Claim and Tax Lien Law, further providing for upset sale price; HB 1942 (Murphy) Amends the act re uniformity in the assessment & taxation of properties & persons within the territorial limits of cities of the second class A further providing for levy & collection of taxes by cities of the second class A.



Local Government Commission will hold a meeting at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 24, 2009 in Room 156 Main Capitol with local government associations.




· senate session schedule 
   The Senate stands in recess until the Call of the President Pro Tempore.



Senate Community, Economic & Recreational Development will hold a meeting at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2009 in Room 8E-B East Wing to accept further testimony and discussion regarding table gaming.



Legislative Updates

Action occurring September 14 thru September 25


	
	HB 1416   
	Evans, D
	Act to provide from the General Fund for the expenses of the Executive, Legislative & Judicial Departments of the Commonwealth, the public debt & the public schools for the fiscal year July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2010.


	Bill History:
	09-14-09 H Conference committee set for 4:00 p.m., Room 140 Main Capito 
09-14-09 H Meeting cancelled for 09/14/09 ...Conference Committee




	
	HR 431   
	Myers
	Resolution expressing support for "National Food Safety Education Month" in September 2009.


	Bill History:
	09-16-09 H Set on the House Calendar
09-16-09 H Adopted (Vote: Y:196/N: 0)




	
	SB 850   
	Corman
	Act to provide from the General Fund for the expenses of the Executive, Legislative & Judicial Departments, the public debt & the public schools for the fiscal year July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010.


	Bill History:
	09-18-09 S Set on the Senate Calendar
09-18-09 S Laid on the table
09-18-09 S Removed from the table




Articles of Interest



	09-18-2009
	Get junk food out of schools
By John Weidman and Donald F. Schwarz Philadelphia's congressional delegation worked with the U.S. Department of Agriculture recently to save the Universal Feeding Program, which makes it easier for Philadelphia students to receive free school meals. Given the... - INQUIRER 


	09-16-2009
	On the G-20 menu: Pittsburgh offers lessons in dealing with food security
By Audrey J. Murrell and Ray Jones This past April, President Barack Obama recommended Pittsburgh as the location for next week's G-20 summit meeting. With many villages, towns, cities, regions and nations across the globe facing unprecedented economic strife, the president wanted to highlight a city whose recent past is an... - POST-GAZ. 


	09-16-2009
	Unfavorable conditions hit apple crop again
Titusville is known nationwide as the birthplace of the modern oil industry, for educating investigative journalist Ida Tarbell and conditioning football legend John Heisman. But for locals, Titusville is also prided for its many small town gems -- such as the hula hoop or Warner's Bakery's famous smiley face cookies, and... - TITUS. HERALD 


	09-15-2009
	Food Registry
NEW POWERS for the federal government to further protect a relatively safe food supply reside in a bill that passed the House in July. The Food Safety Enhancement Act would require companies to develop procedures for conducting hazard analysis and instituting preventive controls. The Food... - WASH POST 


	09-14-2009
	USDA: Weekly Crop & Weather Roundup for the Week Ending September 13, 2009
  (Press Release)




Other Articles



	09-18-2009
	Rendell, legislators coming together
Not there yet, governor says, but he thinks objections to latest plan can be overcome. HARRISBURG - Gov. Ed Rendell said late Thursday that he's ''cautiously optimistic'' that he can reach an agreement with lawmakers in the next few days that could finally bring down the curtain on Pennsylvania's nearly... - MORNING CALL 


	09-18-2009
	Eachus: PA General Assembly sends municipal pension bill to Governor
  (Press Release)


	09-16-2009
	Rendell: Harley money pinched
What we know The budget plan that three of the four caucuses in Harrisburg agreed to last week would cut the state's opportunity grants program by more than half what Gov. Ed Rendell proposed, restricting the state's ability to offer Harley-Davidson an incentive package to stay in York County, a... - YORK DAILY 


	09-15-2009
	Tom Corbett Announces Candidacy for Governor
  (Press Release)


	09-15-2009
	Pa. holds $1.6 billion in unclaimed assets
Old paychecks, utility refunds, stocks, bank accounts and contents of safe deposit boxes amounting to $1.6 billion are now collecting dust in the unclaimed property division of the Pennsylvania Treasury Department. And, by some estimates, more than one-quarter of all life insurance policy... - POST-GAZ. 
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