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Around the Capitol



ELECTRICITY RATES SET TO INCREASE- According to an article in the Pittsburgh Tribune Review, with the household electric bills of many Pennsylvanians expected to skyrocket by 2011, legislators last year were talking about forcing electric utilities to eat part of the cost. That talk is over. Beginning Jan. 1, the 1.4 million electric customers of Allentown-based PPL Corp. can expect an average 30 percent increase in their bills if they don’t do anything. One year later, more than 3 million customers of Allegheny Power, Metropolitan Edison, Peco Energy and Pennsylvania Electric are likely to see rates jump higher, too. Legislators did nothing but talk about requiring utilities to share the higher cost that is about to result from the expiration of deregulation-era rate caps. Since the 1990s, the caps protected most Pennsylvanians from paying the true cost of the electricity they use. 


SECRETARY RICHMAN JOINS OBAMA ADMINISTRATION; GOVERNOR DISCOURAGED BY LEGISLATIVE INACTION - Estelle Richman will step down as Secretary of the Department of Public Welfare, Governor Ed Rendell told reporters at an afternoon press conference yesterday. Secretary Richman will join the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development as Secretary Shaun Donovan’s Chief Operating Officer.  Secretary Richman has been DPW secretary for the last seven years and will join the Obama Administration shortly after the New Year. Deputy Secretary Harriet Dichter has been nominated by the governor as the next secretary of the department.  


NO VOTES ON GAMING, UNIVERSITY FUNDING - After a week of trying to cobble together votes to pass a bill legalizing table games, the House Democrats announced Thursday they did not have the votes necessary and that they would return to continue work on Monday. House Democratic spokesman Brett Marcy said that "several" caucus members were not in attendance in the Capitol because of personal reasons, making it impossible to arrive at the 102 votes needed to move forward with their agenda. He also blamed House Republicans for the delay, stating that the House GOP was unwilling to work with the Democrats, offering up no votes in favor of the gaming proposal crafted by the House Democrats. Members of the House Democratic Caucus said there still was not caucus unity on what should be in the proposed table games bill, and that led to the postponement until Monday. The recess announcement drew criticism from House Republicans, who said they believe there currently are enough funds to allow the approval of money for the state-related colleges, which they claim are being held hostage by House Democratic leaders who want to force the GOP into voting for table games.


RAISING FUNDS FOR KNOLL PORTRAIT- The late Catherine Baker Knoll made her mark as the first female elected as Pennsylvania's lieutenant governor and the highest female vote-getter for any state office. She soon will become the first state executive to have private donations pay for her official portrait. Her family had raised more than $16,100 as of Dec. 1 toward the cost of an official portrait of Knoll, who died Nov. 12, 2008. The portrait will hang in the lieutenant governor’s office alongside those of her predecessors. The Knoll family selected Bucks County artist Nelson Shanks, who painted a portrait of President Bill Clinton for the National Portrait Gallery in Washington, D.C. Tax-free donations toward the cost of a portrait of the late Catherine Baker Knoll can be made by checks payable to the Capitol Restoration Trust Fund with “CBK Memorial” in the notation line. Checks can be mailed to: Capitol Preservation Committee, Knoll Memorial, Room 630, Main Capitol Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120.



PENNSYLVANIA’S FIRST LADY LIGHTS CAPITOL CHRISTMAS TREE- Young cancer patients at the Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital participating via satellite highlighted the Capitol Christmas tree-lighting ceremony. Judge Marjorie Rendell, Pennsylvania’s first lady, assisted in illuminating the 21-foot Douglas fir. The tree, decorated by hand-made ornaments from senior centers and veterans homes, will stand in the Capitol Rotunda until early January. Bishop McDevitt’s concert choir provided music for the ceremony. Gov. Ed Rendell’s Christmas message was reflective of the difficult times that many Pennsylvanians are facing this holiday season. 



Legislative Developments




· House Session Schedule 
· The House stands in recess until 1:00 p.m. on Monday, December 14, 2009, or until the call of the Chair



House Republican Policy Committee will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, Dec. 14, 2009 in Room 418 Main Capitol for a public hearing on Public Private Partnerships.



House State Government will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, Dec. 14, 2009 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building on HB 2083 (Josephs) Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, further providing for the qualifications of Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Attorney General.


House Health and Human Services will hold an informational meeting at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, Dec. 14, 2009 in Room 205 Ryan Office Building a presentation by Heritage Valley Health System on their commitment to
develop & implement an all-inclusive information technology strategy to evolve toward the national trend of establishing electronic health records.


House Appropriations will meet Off the Floor on Monday, Dec. 14, 2009 in Room 140 Main Capitol. The agenda will be announced.



House Health and Human Services will hold a meeting Off the Floor on Monday, Dec. 14, 2009 in Room 205 Ryan Office Building to consider HR 562 (Boback) Resolution memorializing the Congress of the United States in its health care reform decisions to apply the American Cancer Society's guidelines for breast cancer screening; HB 574 (Adolph) Act requiring retail merchandise establishments that provide shopping carts to customers to make sanitation wipes available; providing for powers & duties of the Dept. of Health; and prescribing a penalty HB 931 (Grucela) Amends the Vital Statistics Law further providing for general powers & duties of the DOH, for disclosure of records & evidentiary sufficiency of records; providing for access to records on Internet website; & making an appropriation; HB 1247 (Harper) Act establishing a bill of rights for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities; and conferring powers and duties on the Department of Public Welfare; HB 1953 (Cohen) Amends Title 20 (Decedents, Estates & Fiduciaries) further providing for the membership of the advisory committee of The Governor Robert P. Casey Memorial Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness Trust Fund.



House Education will hold a meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider HB 1944 (Roebuck) Amends the Public School Code providing for confidentiality of home addresses of school employees; HB 2026 (Conklin) Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, providing for dating violence education; SB 441 (Vance) Amends the Public School Code further providing for disqualifications relating to teacher's certificate.


House Intergovernmental Affairs will hold a meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday Dec. 15, 2009 in Room 302 Irvis Office Building for an update on the American Recovery& Reinvestment Act hearings and the 2010 Committee agendas.



House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness will hold a meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Ryan Office Building to consider HB 830 (Johnson) Amends the act conferring limited residency status on military personnel, their dependents & civilian personnel assigned to an active duty station in PA further providing for in-State tuition rates until program completion; HB 163 (Solobay) Amends The Third Class City Code further providing for tax levies; HB 1838 (Santarsiero) Amends Title 51 (Military Affairs) further providing for duty of board; HR 403 (Moul) Concurrent Resolution relating to the presumption of a srvs connection for Agent Orange exposure for certain Navy & Air Force veterans & calling on Congressional Delegation of the Commonwealth of PA to support & fund Agent Orange Equity Act; HB 1985 (Fairchild) Amends Emergency and Law Enforcement Personnel Death Benefits Act further providing for the payment of death benefits to members of the Pennsylvania Civil Air Patrol.



House Local Government will hold a meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Room 60 East Wing to consider HB 390 (Freeman) Act updating & expanding the storm water planning req. to be undertaken by counties; authorizing counties to regulate storm water within a watershed-based planning area; formation of water resources management authorities; for financing; HB 1772 (Matzie) Amends the act entitled "An act authorizing the Commonwealth of PA & the local government units thereof to preserve, acquire or hold land for open space uses," further providing for acquisition, taxing options & eminent domain.


Legislative Audit Advisory Commission will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Hearing Room 2, North Office Building to review 2008/2009 audit.



House Children and Youth will hold an informational meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Room 39 East Wing on federal law regarding youth who age out of foster care.



House Consumer Affairs will hold a meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Room 205 Ryan Office Building to consider HB 1726 (Preston) Act providing for public notice of the use of donated household items proffered at publicly available collection bins; HB 2064 (Beyer) Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) defining the offense of false caller identification information display; and imposing penalties.



House Judiciary will hold an informational meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Room 8E-A East Wing with the Senate Judiciary Committee where Penn Law will present a study on Offense Grading to the committees


Public Employee Retirement Commission will hold a meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Room 14 East Wing Joint meeting with the Municipal Pension Advisory Committee and the Municipal Employee Pension Advisory Committee.


Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building to consider the nomination of Mr. Russell C. Redding as Secretary of the PA Department of Agriculture.


House Appropriations will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Room 140 Main Capitol. Agenda will be announced.



House Game and Fisheries will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Wed. Dec. 16, 2009 in Room 205 Ryan Office Building to consider HB 460 (Goodman) Amends Title 34 (Game), in hunting and furtaking licenses, further providing for unlawful acts concerning licenses.


House Commerce will hold a public hearing at 9:30 a.m. on Wed. Dec. 16, 2009 in Room 60 East Wing on HB 506 (Ross) Amends Title 12 (Commerce & Trade) codifying the provisions of the Motor Vehicle Sales Finance Act & the Goods & Services Installment Sales Act; making conforming amendments to Title 42; & making related repeals.


House Environmental Resources and Energy will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Wed. Dec. 16, 2009 in Room G-50, Irvis Office Building on alternate applications for biosolids other than land application of sewage sludge.


House Children and Youth will hold a public hearing at 10:30 a.m. on Wed. Dec. 16, 2009 in Room 205, Ryan Office Building on HB 406 (Youngblood) Act providing for visitation and inspection of family day-care homes and for reporting; and making a repeal; HB 685 (Payne) Amends the Public Welfare Code further providing for application for registration certificate, for issuance of registration certificate and for records, and providing for disclosure.


House Judiciary will hold a subcommittee meeting on Family Law at 9:45 a.m. on Thurs. Dec. 17, 2009 in Room 8E-A&B, East Wing on HB 418 (Baker, M.) Joint Resolution proposing integrated amendments to the PA Constitution providing for hearing & deciding cases involving dissolution of marriage, custody, child support, spousal support, alimony, equitable division of marital property; HB 463 (Belfanti) Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations) further providing for definitions; and providing for custody of children; HB 1639 (Manderino) Amends Titles 23 (Domestic Relations) & 42 (Judiciary) further providing for contempt for noncompliance with visitation or partial custody order and for child custody; and making conforming amendments.



House Urban Affairs will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Thurs. Dec. 17, 2009 in the PA Convention Center, Room 108, 11001 Arch Street, Philadelphia on HB 1914 (Cohen) Amends Title 53 (Municipalities), in taxicabs & limousines in first class cities, further providing for definitions & for additional certificates & medallions; providing for wheelchair accessible service; & further providing for wages.


House Democratic Policy Committee will hold a public hearing at 3:00 p.m. on Thurs. Dec. 17, 2009 in the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Brossman Center’s, Benbow Hall, 7301 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia on expert testimony in sexual assault cases


House Democratic Policy Committee will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Friday. Dec. 18, 2009 in the Church of the Redeemer Baptist, 1440 South 24th Street, Philadelphia on the status of daycare.



· senate session schedule 
· The Senate stands in recess until 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 15, 2009, or until the call of the President Pro Tempore. 



Senate Transportation will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Room 8-E-B East Wing for a Public hearing with Secretary Biehler regarding transportation updates and the status of federal stimulus money


Senate Environmental Resources and Energy will hold a public hearing at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Room 8-E-B, East Wing on DCNR budget implementation and natural gas leasing


Senate Labor and Industry will hold a meeting at 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Room 8 E-A, East Wing To consider the nominations of Sandra D. Crawford, Daniel R. Fleck, Alfonso Frioni, Jr., Herbert W. Hoffman, Robert A. Krebs, Susan M. McDermott and David H. Wilderman to the Workers' Compensation Appeal Board, and to consider: SB 1077 (Baker, L.) Amends the PA Construction Code Act adding provisions relating to buildings with log walls.



Senate Judiciary will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2009 in Toom 8-E-B East Wing To consider the nominations of Michael L. Green, Jeffrey R. Imboden and John R. Tuttle to the Board of Probation and Parole; Louise B. Williams to the Board of Pardons; John M. Cosgrove as Judge, Court of Common Pleas, Luzerne County; and to consider the following bills: SB 260 (Baker,L.) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) further providing for sexual abuse of children; SB 1145 (Greenleaf) Amends Title 42 (Judiciary), in Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing, further providing for adoption of guidelines for sentencing; and providing for adoption of risk and needs assessment instrument; HB 1145 (Dermody) Amends the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency Law further providing for the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency.



Senate Banking and Insurance will hold a public hearing at 8:30 a.m. on Wed. Dec. 16, 2009 in Room 8E-A, East Wing to accept testimony on various health reform proposals under consideration at the state and national levels, with a focus on the single-payer health plan initiative.


Senate Local Government will hold a meeting at 8:30 a.m. on Wed. Dec.16, 2009 in Room 461 Main Capitol to consider SB 435 (Tomlinson) Amends The County Code authorizing the abolition of jury commissioners in certain counties of the second class A; SB 1091 (Vance) Amends the County Code, in sheriff and coroner, further providing for official records of coroner; SB 1117 (Smucker) Amends the County Code further providing for the abolishment of the office of jury commissioner; HB 1609 (Freeman) Amends PA Municipalities Planning Code further defining "traditional neighborhood development"; providing for grant of power to municip., for standards for traditional neighborhood development designations & guidelines; land dev. provisions.



Senate Finance will hold a public hearing at 9:00 a.m. on Wed. Dec. 16, 2009 in Room 156 Main Capitol on Public Pension Issues.



Senate Public Health and Welfare will hold a public hearing at 9:30 a.m. on Wed. Dec. 16, 2009 in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building with the Republican Policy Committee on the Auditor General's reviews of portions of the Commonwealth's welfare programs


Senate Republican Policy Committee will hold a public hearing at 9:30 a.m. on Wed. Dec. 16, 2009 in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building with the Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee on the Auditor General's reviews of portions of the Commonwealth's welfare programs.


Senate Finance will hold a public hearing at 11:00 a.m. on Thurs. Dec. 17, 2009 at the Keystone Fire Company, Grant and Hancock Streets, McAdoo on property tax issues related to the Hazleton Area School
District


 
 


Legislative Updates

Action from Decmber 7 thru December 18
There is no legislative action to report


Articles of Interest


	12-11-2009
	USDA will offer lawmakers a sampling of school lunches
Agency seeks boost in funding to continue reworking menus By Jane Black Washington Post Staff Writer Friday, December 11, 2009 Chicken fajita strips, sliced ham and canned green beans: That's what's for lunch one day next week for some lawmakers and congressional staffers,... - WASH POST 


	12-11-2009
	Committee examines current milk pricing system
HARRISBURG — State Sen. Gene Yaw, R-Lycoming County, participated in an informational hearing Thursday of the Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee to examine the current milk pricing structure to help struggling dairy farmers. “The goal of the informational meeting was to learn about the milk... - SAYRE MORNING 


	12-10-2009
	Agriculture Dept. - PA Preserves Additional Farmland for Future Production
  (Press Release)


	12-09-2009
	Ag Secretary Says Grants Will Help Producers Transition to Organic Farming
  (Press Release)


	12-08-2009
	Gergely supports bills to reduce illegal workers
  (Press Release)


 



Other Articles



	12-11-2009
	Pa. House puts off debate on casino-expansion bill
HARRISBURG, Pa. — Plans collapsed Thursday for a vote in the state House of Representatives on a bill to expand legalized casino gambling in Pennsylvania and deliver more tax revenue to the cash-strapped state... - AP 


	12-10-2009
	More layoffs are possible, Rendell says
The budget is missing $200 million in projected revenue due to the failure to pass a table games bill, governor says. Thursday, December 10, 2009 BY CHARLES THOMPSON cthompson@patriot-news.com Gov. Ed Rendell warned Wednesday that there is a chance he may need to lay... - PATRIOT 


	12-09-2009
	Online spending database passed by state House
A proposal to create an online database that would track all expenditures incurred by state government unanimously passed the House of Representatives on Tuesday, according to co-sponsor and House Majority Whip Bill DeWeese. "This spending database is a logical extension to last session's creation... - UNION. HERALD 


	12-08-2009
	State's child welfare system rated
Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children today released its first report on how the state's 67 counties perform in the child welfare system. For Allegheny County, the report gave good ratings for reunifying more children with their families within 12 months. The children are less likely... - POST-GAZ. 


