
Pennsylvania Food Processors
News You Can Use
March 21, 2009



Around the Capitol



ARGALL SWORN IN AND THE SPECIAL ELECTION IS SET FOR PRIMARY DAY – the Pennsylvania Senate is again at its full complement of fifty members.  Senator David Argall (R-Schuylkill) was sworn in Tuesday, giving the Republicans a 30 to 20 advantage in the chamber.  Senator Argall is appointed to serve on the following Senate Committees:  Appropriations, Communications and Technology, Education, Labor and Industry and Vice-Chairman of Urban Affairs and Housing



SHORTLY FOLLOWING ARGALL’S RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE – Speaker of the House Keith McCall announced that the Special Election for the 124th District seat will be held in conjunction with the Primary Election on May 19.  The 124th House District includes parts of Berks and Schuylkill Counties.



HARRISBURG AREA COMMUNITY COLLEGE – in cooperation with state lawmakers, local government officials and members of area Chambers of Commerce will announce a special initiative for dislocated workers in Central Pennsylvania.  The event is scheduled for 10 a.m. Monday, March 23, 2009 in the front lobby at HACC’s Midtown site, Third and Reilly Streets, Harrisburg.



TO CELEBRATE WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH – Pennsylvania House Speaker Keith McCall, D-Carbon, will pay tribute to the women of the House of Representatives.  The event will take place at 11 a.m. Monday, March 23 in the Capitol Rotunda.  McCall will be joined by the Pennsylvania Humanities Council and the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission in recognizing the 27 female members of the House of Representatives and their valuable contributions to the Commonwealth. 



REPRESENTATIVE TODD EACHUS – will address the Pennsylvania Press Club on Monday, March 30, 2009.  Todd began his public service career in 1985 on the staff of Congressman Frank J. Guarini, until opening his own small business in 1990 as President and Owner of Portable Space in Exeter, which he ran until being elected to the state House in 1996.  The luncheon begins at noon and will be held at the Hilton Harrisburg & Towers.  



Legislative Development



the house session is adjourned until 1:00 p.m. Monday, March 16, 2009.

· house session schedule 
          March           23, 24, 25, 30, 31

          April             1, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29

          May              4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13

          June             1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30



The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to meet Monday, March 23 Off the Floor with the agenda to be announced.



The Consumer Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24 at 9:00 A.M. in Room 39 East Wing to consider:

HR 34 Preston

Resolution establishing select committee to investigate & review policies, procedures & practices in place by various PA agencies, authorities, boards, commissions, councils, departments & offices to regulate & protect info.

HB 464 White, J.

Amends act regulating the sale & resale for profit & carrying on of the business of selling or reselling tickets for admission to places of amusement; for licensing; suspension of license; providing for ticket purchasing software & penalties.  Amendment A00391

HB 591 Grucela

Act providing for restroom access for certain customers of retail establishments; and imposing and imposing a penalty.



The Environmental Resources and Energy Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24 at 9:15 A.M. in Room G-50, Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 262 Haluska

Act regulating prescribed burning practices; providing for the powers & duties of the State Forester & the Department of Conservation & Natural Resources; & establishing certain immunities.

HB 774 Caltagirone

Act providing for the acquisition of property by local government units to mitigate flood hazards.

HB 790 Watson

Amends the Housing Finance Agency Law establishing an energy-efficient home assistance program.



The Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24 at 10:00 A.M. in room 39 East Wing for an informational meeting.  Paul Lyskava of the PA Forest Products Association will give an update on the state of the forest products industry in PA.



The Judiciary Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24, at 10:00 A.M. in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building

HB 843 Reichley

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) further providing for the offense of sexual abuse of children.

HB 222 Baker, M.
Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) providing for restitution for identity theft; and making a related repeal.

HB 264 Solobay

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) further providing for expungement of criminal history record.

HB 306 Keller, W.

Amends the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole Law further providing for supervision by county probation and parole officers.

HB 485 Petrarca

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) providing for the offense of illegal dumping of methamphetamine waste; and imposing a penalty.



The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24 Off the Floor in room 140 Main Capitol with the agenda to be announced.



The Aging and Older Adult Services Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24 Off the Floor in Room 60 East Wing to consider:

HB 371 Staback

Amends the Public Welfare Code, in general powers & duties of Department of Public Welfare, providing for onsite complaint investigations and plans of correction.

HB 821 Boback

Act requiring certain long-term care facilities to coordinate with licensing agencies & local area agencies on aging to provide assistance to consumers involving relocation of consumers; & providing powers & duties of Dept. of Aging.



The Local Government Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24 Off the Floor in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 330 Readshaw

Amends The Borough Code further providing for salaried mayor not to receive fees and for duties of solicitor and outside counsel.

HB 606 Kauffman

Amends the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, further providing for contents of subdivision and land development ordinance.

HB 842 McIlvaine Smith

Amends the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, providing for procedure for municipal curative amendment subsequent to appellate court decision. 



The Transportation Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 25 at 9:00 A.M. in Room 60 East Wing for a public hearing on Ignition Interlock.



The Education Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday March 25 at 9:30 A.M. in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 929 Grucela

Amends the Public School Code authorizing boards of school directors to establish a program to provide high school diplomas to certain veterans.

HB 870 O’Neill

Amends Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, providing for State standards for business, computer and information technology courses.

HB 705 Burns

Amends Public School Code establishing parent involvement programs and policies in school districts.



The Health and Human Services Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 25 at 9:30 A.M. in Room 39 East Wing to consider:

HB 47 Curry

Act providing for education for parents relating to sudden infant death syndrome & sudden unexpected death of infants; establishing the Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Education & Prevention Program; & providing for Dept. of Health duties.

HB 721 Solobay

Act providing for prescription drug redistribution within health care and governmental correctional facilities.

HR 123 Mann

Concurrent Resolution directing Jt. State Government Cmsn to create a pain task force & advisory cmte to promote professional & public education & awareness & to improve the quality of care for PA residents who are suffering from pain.

HB 978 Eachus

Amends the Pennsylvania Trauma Systems Stabilization Act, further providing for accreditation of Level III trauma centers and for payment calculation of funding of trauma centers.



The Urban Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 25 at 9:30 A.M. in room 205, Ryan Office Building for a meeting on PA Housing Finance Agency workings and programs.


The Labor Relations Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 25 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 39 East Wing to consider:

HB 926 Seip

Amends the Workforce Development Act further providing for membership of the Pennsylvania Workforce Investment Board; and establishing the Pennsylvania Center for Health Careers.

HB 339 Murphy

Amends the Workforce Development Act providing for preference for training programs.



The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday March 25 Off the Floor in Room 140 Main Capitol with the agenda to be announced.



The Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Welfare is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 26 in Room 418 Main Capitol for a public hearing on PA Child Welfare.



The Consumer Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 26 at 9:00 A.M. in Hearing Room 5, Plaza Level, Keystone Building for a public hearing on:

HB 20 McCall

Amends Title 66 (Public Utilities) further providing for the definition of "overall rate"; and providing for rate phase-in plans.



The Education and State Government Committees are scheduled to meet Thursday, March 26 at 9:00 A.M. in Room 140 Main Capitol for a joint public hearing on the sharp economic downturn facing the nation and PA and how this has affected the state’s pension funds.  Briefings by the State Employees Retirement Commission and State Employees Retirement System.



The Finance Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 26 at 9:30 A.M. in Pittsburgh for a public hearing on:

HB 566 Smith, M.

Amends Second Class County Code, in employes' retirement system, further defining "compensation"; and further providing for retirement board and for amount of retirement allowances.



The Aging and Older Adult Services Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 26 at 10:00 A.M. in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building for a public hearing on reverse mortgages and long term care insurance.



The Urban Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 26 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 205 Ryan Office Building for a presentation by Community Associations Institute on Community Association governance and operations.



The State Government Committee is scheduled to meet Off the Floor in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 792 Goodman

Act authorizing DGS, with the approval of the Governor & Dept. of Corrections, to grant & convey to Schuylkill County certain lands situate in Ryan Township, Schuylkill County.

HB 542 Benninghoff

Amends the PA Election Code further providing for explanation of ballot question.

HB 333 Josephs

Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, further providing for absentee voting.



The Appropriations Subcommittee on Economic Impact and Infrastructure is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 26 at 1:00 P.M. in Room 140 Main Capitol for a public hearing on Rebuild PA and Federal Infrastructure Stimulus.



The Aging and Older Adult Services Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 26 at 1:00 P.M. in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building for a public hearing on long-term care insurance.



The Children and Youth Committee is scheduled to meet Friday, March 27 at 1:30 P.M. in Fairless Hill for a public hearing on Foster Care.



the senate session stands in recess until 1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 16, 2009.

· senate session schedule 
          March           23, 24, 25, 30, 31

          April             1, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29

          May              4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13

          June             1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30



The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to meet Monday, March 23 at 12:30 P.M. in Room 461 Main Capitol to consider:

SB 5 Erickson

Act establishing the Community-Based Health Care (CHC) Program in the Department of Health; providing for hospital health clinics and for a tax credit; and making an appropriation.

SB 89 Vance

Amends the Health Care Cost Containment Act, defining "committee"; for the Health Care Cost Containment Council & powers, for data submission & collection & for council data; & est. the Health Care Cost Containment Review Committee.

SB 189 Corman

Amends the Insurance Company Law further providing for conditions subject to which policies are to be issued; and providing for health insurance coverage for certain children of insured parents.

SB 237 Corman

Amends the Insurance Company Law, further providing for annual and other reports; and providing for suitability of annuity transactions.

SB 314 Brubaker

Act establishing the Keystone Care Program in the Department of Health to provide grants for health care services; and making an appropriation.

SB 335 McIlhinney

Act establishing the Keystone Care Prescription Assistance Program in the Department of Public Welfare to provide prescription drug assistance; and making an appropriation.

SB 442 White, D.

Amends The Insurance Company Law, in health & accident insurance, providing for group health policies to continue for period of time after termination of employment or membership in health maintenance organizations.

SB 443 White, D.

Act establishing a system for payment or reduction in payment for preventable serious adverse events within this Commonwealth; and providing for the powers and duties of the Dept. of Health & Dept. of State.

SB 490 White, M.

Amends an act requiring rents & royalties from oil & gas leases of PA land to be placed in a special fund for conservation, recreation, dams & flood control; for determination & acquisition of land; & for Oil & Gas Lease Fund approp.



The Education Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24 at 10:30 A.M. in room 8E-A East Wing to consider:

SB 55 Piccola

Amends the Public School Code further providing for background checks of prospective employees and for conviction of employees of certain offenses.

SB 56 Piccola

Amends the Public School Code further providing, in provisions relating to safe schools, for definitions, for the Office of Safe Schools and for reporting by school entities.

SB 213 Robbins

Act authorizing PA to join Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children; for form of compact; for powers of Gov., PA Sec. & administrator; & PA Council on Interstate Edu. Opportunity for Military Children.

SB 287 Browne

Amends the Public School Code further providing for reports to Department of Education and for financial reports.

SB 329 Brubaker

Amends the State Public School Building Authority Act, further providing for competitive bidding of contracts; and providing for evasion of advertising requirements.

SB 332 Eichelberger

Amends the Public School Code providing for adjustments based on Consumer Price Index; & for work to be done under contract, for supply purchases, construction contracts, for project contracts & institution president duties.



The Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24 at 10:30 A.M. in Room 8E-B East Wing to consider:

SR 32 Farnese

Resolution memorializing the United States Postal Service to establish a stamp honoring recipients of the Purple Heart as a "Forever," or perpetual, stamp.

SR 38 Baker, L.

Resolution commending the Army Aviation Support Facility at Ft. Indiantown Gap & the Dept. of Military & Veterans Affairs for Voluntary Participation Prgm STAR recognition from the Occupational Safety & Health Administration.

and a public hearing to consider the nominations of:

Brigadier General Jerry G. Beck, Jr., as Major General of the PA Army National Guard; 

Brigadier General James R. Joseph, as Major General of the PA Army National Guard;
Colonel Walter T. Lord, as Brigadier General of the PA Army National Guard;
Brigadier General Randall R. Marchi, as Major General of the PA Army National Guard and 

Colonel John E. Murphy as Brigadier General of the PA National Guard.



The State Government Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24 at 11:00 A.M. in Room 461 Main Capitol to consider:

SB 9 Scranti

Act requiring identification of lawful presence in the United States as a prerequisite to the receipt of public benefits.

SB 136 Erickson

Amends the Regulatory Review Act providing for acceptable data.

SB 486 Vance

Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania further providing for absentee voting.

SB 514 Orie

Amends the Pennsylvania Election Code, further providing for manner of applying to vote.

SB 536 Folmer

Act authorizing DGS, with approval of the Governor, to grant & convey to Tad W. Hippensteel a pedestrian & vehicular access easement over certain lands of the Commonwealth of PA situate in Mount Joy Township, Lancaster County.

SB 568 Dinniman

Act authorizing the Dept. of General Svcs, with approval of the Dept. of Military & Veterans Affairs & the Governor, to grant and convey to East Vincent Township, certain lands situate in East Vincent Township, Chester County.



The Judiciary Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 24 at 11:30 A.M. in Room 8E-B East Wing to consider:

SB 351 Greenleaf

Amends Titles 15 (Corporations & Unincorporated Associations) & 54 (Names), making Title 15 revisions to general provisions on corporation material & corporate powers, etc.; in Title 54, for corporate and assoc. names; & a repeal.

SB 488 Rafferty

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) in provisions relating to minors, further providing for the offense of purchase, consumption, possession or transportation of liquor or malt or brewed beverages.

SB 515 Greenleaf

Amends the Pennsylvania Drug and Alcohol Abuse Control Act, further providing for commitment of minors.

SB 531 Browne

Amends Title 42 (Judiciary) providing for interagency information sharing.

SB 573 Corman

Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) providing for the offense of failure to provide identification to law enforcement authorities.

SB 605 Waugh

Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) further providing for the offense of robbery.

SB 628 White, M.

Amends Title 42 (Judiciary & Judicial Procedure), in post-trial matters, prohibiting the imposition of the death sentence in cases of mental retardation.



The Education Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 25 at 9:00 A.M. in Hearing Room 1 North Office Building for an extensive oversight budget hearing regarding the Department of Education’s budget and other educational appropriations.



The Local Government Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 25 at 9:30 A.M. in Room 8E-A East Wing to consider:

SB 168 Brubaker

Amends the Borough Code further providing for regulation of contracts; and providing for additional contracting authority for electric power & energy.

SB 317 Eichelberger

Amends The County Code further providing for commissioners sole contractors for county, for contract procedures, terms and bonds and advertising for bids and for evasion of advertising requirements.

SB 318 Robbins

Amends The Third Class City Code further regulating contracts as to purchasing and advertising requirements.

SB 319 Baker, L.

Amends The Second Class Township Code further providing for competitive bidding of contracts.

SB 320 Eichelberger

Amends The First Class Township Code further providing for contracts and acquisition of property and for general regulations concerning contracts.

SB 321 Corman

Amends The Borough Code further providing for regulation of contracts, for evasion of advertising requirements and for certain purchase contracts.

SB 322 Gordner

Amends act relating to & regulating contracts of incorporated towns & providing penalties, further providing for reg. of contracts; annual adjustment; advertising req. evasion; separate bids for plumbing, heating, ventilating & electrical work.

SB 323 Ferlo

Amends Titles 53 (Municipalities Generally) and 74 (Transportation) further providing for competitive bidding of contracts by intergov. units, by parking authorities, municipal authorities & metropolitan transportation authorities.

SB 324 Rafferty

Amends the Second Class County Code, further regulating contracts and purchases.

SB 325 Ferlo

Amends an act to authorize & empower cities, boroughs, towns, etc. for protection against floods by constructing works & improvements; to expend moneys & assess benefits; to issue improvements bonds & to acquire property for such purposes.

SB 326 Brubaker

Amends the Political Subdivision Joint Purchases Law, increasing the amount of purchases that may be made subject to certain conditions.

SB 327 Ferlo

Amends the Public Auditorium Authorities Law, increasing the dollar amount of supplies and materials which may be purchased without advertising.

SB 419 Robbins

Amends Title 45 (Legal Notice) further providing for additional publication in legal journals; and providing for electronic publication of legal advertising.

SR 41 Robbins

Resolution designating the week of April 12 through 18, 2009, as "Local Government Week" in Pennsylvania.



The Public Health and Welfare Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 25 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 461 Main Capitol to consider:

SB 59 Piccola

Amends the Public Welfare Code further providing for the application for registration certificate, for issuance of registration certificate & for records; providing for disclosure; and further providing for emergency disclosure.

SR 56 Erickson

Resolution designating April 16, 2009, as "Healthcare Decisions Day" in Pennsylvania.



The Urban Affairs and Housing Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 25 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 8E-B East Wing to consider:

SB 331 Waugh

Amends the Housing Authorities Law, further providing for awards of contracts, completion bond, additional bond for protection of materialmen and others.

SB 468 Pippy

Amends the Pennsylvania Innkeepers' Rights Act, providing for prospective employee background checks.

SB 599 Yaw

Amends the Housing Finance Agency Law, providing for the Pennsylvania Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement Program.



The Education Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, March 25 at 1:00 A.M. in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building for an extensive oversight budget hearing regarding the Department of Education’s budget and other educational appropriations.



The Education Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 26 at 10:00 A.M. in Hearing Room 1 North Office Building for an extensive oversight budget hearing regarding the Department of Education’s budget and other educational appropriations.



Legislative Update





	
	SR 20   
	Pippy
	Resolution directing the Legislative Budget & Finance Committee to determine the impact of PA's tax credit programs on the Commonwealth's economy, job market & State & local tax revenues.


	Bill History:
	03-16-09 G Transmitted as directed




Articles of Interest





	03-19-2009
	The CIS report: Beneficial crackdown
A report released today by the Center for Immigration Studies (CIS) makes one of the most powerful arguments to date for cracking down on illegal alien workers. "The 2006 Swift Raids: Assessing the Impact of Immigration Enforcement Actions at Six Facilities" (available at cis.org), looks at what has... - TRIB 


	03-18-2009
	Food cop: The FDA's next leader must police what we eat
Last summer, a 17-state outbreak of salmonella linked to fresh tomatoes sickened 1,300 people in three months. Last month, more than 700 people became ill and at least nine died after peanut butter contaminated at a Georgia plant found its way into 1,850 separate products, including cookies, crackers, granola bars and ice cream... - POST-GAZ. 


	03-17-2009
	Stimulus may aid illegals
Members of Congress who viewed the stimulus program as one to provide jobs for Americans attempted in vain to include in it a safeguard to keep illegal immigrants from benefitting from it. They failed. Liberals rejected the provision, that companies using stimulus money must... - ALTOONA MIRROR 


	03-17-2009
	Food safety an appropriate priority
Last year's recall of thousands of products made with tainted peanuts prompted many Americans to take a long, hard look at the safety of the foods they purchased. President Barack Obama took a step toward making food safer last week with his promise to reorganize the nation's fractured... - COLLEGIAN 


	03-16-2009
	Grocery bills too high? Give gardening a shot
Rising food prices are putting the squeeze on household pocketbooks and area families are turning to backyard gardening to save money on their grocery bill. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Price Index, at the beginning of 2002 an average household spent $59 a week for food at... - CHAMBERS. P.O. 


	03-15-2009
	President Promises to Bolster Food Safety
WASHINGTON — Describing the government’s failure to inspect 95 percent of food processing plants as “a hazard to the public health,” President Obama promised Saturday to bolster and reorganize the nation’s fractured food-safety system. “In the end, food safety is something I take seriously, not just as... - NY TIMES 




Other Articles



	03-20-2009
	Rendell Considering Rolling Furloughs of State Workers
by KYW's Tony Romeo It appears some Pennsylvania state agencies could shut down two days a month as Governor Rendell seeks ways to deal with the current budget crunch. The governor has said previously that he might use temporary, unpaid furloughs to save money. Now, indications are that his plan would involve... - KYW 


	03-19-2009
	Governor hires $100K publicist to tout stimulus money
Gov. Ed Rendell is paying an old political hand $100,000 to spearhead a publicity campaign for programs financed with billions of federal economic-stimulus dollars... - AP 


	03-18-2009
	Pa. legislators seek control of stimulus money
HARRISBURG - Republican leaders in the House and Senate are insisting that state law gives the legislature - and not the Rendell administration - the power to allocate much of the billions in federal stimulus money pouring into Pennsylvania. Gov. Rendell countered yesterday that the stimulus law mandated that the... - INQUIRER 


	03-17-2009
	Bill would make larger municipalities pay for state police protection
State Rep. Michael Sturla, D-Lancaster, answers questions during a press conference Tuesday on a bill that would require municipalities over 10,000 in population to help pay for state police protection if they do not have a local police force. Municipalities with over 10,000 residents that do not provide local police... - PATRIOT 


	03-16-2009
	Bill reworking how workers can organize spurs PR fight
The most heated battle in Congress -- and there are many at the moment -- may be over legislation that is not even on most Americans' radar screens: the Employee Free Choice Act. Yet it's so important to unions and business that both sides are spending tens of millions of dollars to see that the legislation goes their way.... - POST-GAZ. 


	03-16-2009
	The cost of smoking
Sunday, March 15, 2009 4:42 PM EDT Tobacco prices just went up in advance of the federal tax hike that takes place in April. The new federal tax will increase cigarette prices by 75 cents a pack. Carton prices are up an additional $10. Bagged tobacco is up by $25 a... - SOMERSET DAILY 


	03-15-2009
	Stimulus puts maglev back on track
Plans for two southwestern Pennsylvania rail projects may be back on track thanks to a $950,000 congressional earmark and $8 billion allocated for high-speed rail transit in the $787 billion federal stimulus package. But officials caution that it's too early to declare victory in their... - TRIB 


