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Around the Capitol



SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER BILL TO BAN CELL PHONE USE, TEXTING WHILE DRIVING-The state Senate’s Transportation Committee will consider several bills today, including a House bill to ban cell phone use and texting while driving. The House of Representatives voted 189-6 on Jan. 26 to approve the bill, which would ban drivers from any use of a wireless device other than making calls using a hands-free device, selecting a phone number, or using a GPS system. The measure also bans those with a junior driver's license - ages 16 to 18 - from using an interactive wireless communications device while driving. When the House passed their bill, Erik Arneson, spokesman for Senate Majority Leader Dominic Pileggi, R-Delaware, pointed out the Senate had passed its own bill, Senate Bill 143, prohibiting texting while driving in July. But “on the issue of a broader ban of handheld cell phones, that is something that will be reviewed by the Senate Transportation Committee,” Arneson said in January.



HOUSE APPROVES RENDELL SPENDING PLAN, PENN STATE, PITT, TEMPLE AND LINCOLN FUNDING-The state House of Representatives voted 107-89 to approve the governor’s $29 billion spending plan on Tuesday. But a top Senate Republican said his chamber will be crafting its own proposal. The House budget measure and five bills to fund state-related universities were approved and sent to the Senate for consideration.



SENATE DEMOCRATS PROPOSE PLAN TO CREATE MORE THAN 30,000 NEW, TEMPORARY JOBS -Senate Democrats on Tuesday announced a plan to create at least 31,200 temporary jobs over the next two years to help some of the state’s unemployed. With more than $350 million in federal and state funds, the lawmakers plan for the commonwealth to work with employers to create temporary, subsidized jobs for both youth and adult workers. A recent report from the state Department of Labor and Industry found Pennsylvania has 141,100 jobs less than it did in February 2009. Senate Republicans said they're willing to discuss the Democrats' plan with them, but are interested in creating jobs in a different manner. “Our goal in terms of jobs is to establish an economic climate which allows employers to create full-time, family sustaining jobs for Pennsylvanians,” said Erik Arneson, spokesman for Senate Majority Leader Dominic Pileggi, R-Delaware. “The path to that kind of climate includes controlled state spending and low taxes.”



PENNSYLVANIA STATE CAPITOL DOME TO GO DARK TO OBSERVE EARTH HOUR 2010 -Gov. Ed Rendell has ordered lights out on the state Capitol Building’s dome for an hour, beginning at 8:30 p.m. Saturday, in observance of Earth Hour 2010 – a global initiative designed to draw attention to the need to conserve energy and address climate change. By turning off lights for one hour at the designated time, individuals, businesses, governments and communities will show support for the initiative's organizers' call to take action on climate change.


Legislative Developments



· House Session Schedule 

April             19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28

May              3, 4, 5, 24, 25, 26

June             7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30

· The House stands in recess until Monday, April 19, at 1:00 p.m. or to the call of the Chair. 



House Judiciary will hold an informational meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Mon. March 29, 2010 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building with Community Education Centers



House Democratic Policy Committee will hold a public hearing at 3:00 p.m. on Mon. March 29, 2010 in Franklin Township Volunteer Fire Department, 808 Old Zelienople
Road, Ellwood City hosted by Rep. Gibbons, on Hereford Manor Dams’ environmental and economic support.


House Judiciary will hold an informational meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 30, 2010 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building for a meeting with the PA Chiefs of Police



House Democratic Policy Committee will hold a public hearing at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 30, 2010 in Green Tree Borough Municipal Building, 10 West Manilla Avenue,
Pittsburgh, hosted by Rep. Matt Smith on job creation and economic development.


House Democratic Policy Committee will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Wed. March 31, 2010 in Ebensburg Borough Municipal Building, 300 West High Street, 
Ebensburg hosted by Rep. Burns, on Economic Development and Jobs
within the Marcellus Shale Industry


House Judiciary will hold an informational meeting on at 10:00 a.m. on Wed. March 31, 2010 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building with the Department of Public Welfare.



· Senate Session Schedule 

April             12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21

May              3, 4, 5, 24, 25, 26

June             7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30

· The Senate stands in recess until Monday, April 12, at 1:00 p.m. or to the call of the Chair. 



Legislative Watch

March 22 – April 2, 2010


	
	HB 1498    
	Hanna
	Amends PA Fair Dealership Law further providing for definitions, termination of dealer agreement, death or incapacitation of dealer & for repurchase of unused specialized repair tools; repealing provisions; providing for remedies & enforcement.


	Companions:
	SB 1151
Waugh
(Identical)
 

12-17-09 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs



	Bill History:
	03-23-10 H Discussed at PA Farm Bureau Press Conference 




	
	HB 2160    
	Bradford
	Amends the Unemployment Compensation Law further providing for shared work program.


	Bill History:
	03-22-10 H Set on the Tabled Calendar
03-22-10 H Removed from the table
03-22-10 H Rereferred to House Appropriations




	
	SR 281    
	Tomlinson
	Resolution commending the outstanding service of inspectors of county and city weights & measures offices & the Weights & Measures Division of the Dept. of Agriculture by ensuring accuracy, equity & confidence in measurements.


	Bill History:
	03-23-10 S Filed
03-23-10 S Introduced and adopted




Articles of Interest



	03-26-2010
	Demand for organic food grows
Does eco-friendly label really make a difference? By JENNIE GEISLER jennie.geisler@timesnews.com When you bite into that bright red apple, you get the sweet, the tart, the juice, the crunch.  But many people are afraid of what else they're getting. "Most produce does not list what was used to make it blemish-free, but you... - ERIE TIMES 


	03-25-2010
	Penn State: Bake sales should follow basic food safety precautions
  (Press Release)


	03-25-2010
	Healthy School Meal Act would fight childhood obesity
Editor: We could soon see more fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and healthy plant-based meals in school cafeterias across the country. A new bill in Congress would help schools add plant-based vegetarian options and nondairy milk options. As a dietitian who works with school food service directors,... - WB CIT. VOICE 


	03-25-2010
	Congress takes aim at unhealthy school lunches
WASHINGTON -- Kids will always grab pizza and dessert in the school lunch line, but those items may be healthier in coming school years if Democrats in Congress succeed in toughening rules governing the nation's school lunches. Legislation approved Wednesday by the Senate Agriculture Committee would... - WASH. POST 


	03-23-2010
	Farm Bureau Highlights Legislative Priorities
  (Press Conference)
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