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THE LIGHTS ON THE CAPITOL DOME WILL GO DARK FOR ONE HOUR BEGINNING AT 8:30 P.M. ON SATURDAY, MARCH 28, IN OBSERVANCE OF EARTH HOUR—a global initiative to help draw attention to the need to conserve energy and address climate change.  Earth Hour is the World Wildlife Fund's campaign to raise awareness that wasting energy also wastes money and impacts the environment. Earth Hour originated in Australia in 2007. The fund expanded the event globally in 2008 when an estimated 50 million people participated. This year, the goal is more than one billion participants worldwide.


THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION OF PENNSYLVANIA PRESENTS THEIR – 2009 Spring Conference.  Leaders from Pennsylvania’s counties will meet in Harrisburg March 29 through March 31 to discuss issues of top concern.  The Conference will be held at the Hilton Harrisburg.



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION (PASSHE) – will recognize its 25th anniversary with an event on the steps of the Rotunda in Pennsylvania’s Capitol at 10 a.m. Wednesday, April 1.  Speakers include member of PASSHE Board of Governors, PASSHE Chancellor and student member.  The event will also feature the music of Edinboro University of Pennsylvania Pipe Band and The Criterions, the jazz band from West Chester University of Pennsylvania.


THE PENNSYLVANIA PRESS CLUB WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY LUNCHEON – Monday, March 30 at the Harrisburg Hilton. The guest speaker is state House of Representatives Majority Leader Todd Eachus, D-Luzerne. The luncheon begins at noon and the speakers' presentation will begin at 12:30 P.M.



NOMINEES SELECTED FOR THE 124th STATE HOUSE DISTRICT SPECIAL ELECTION – local Democrats made their choice, selecting Bill Mackey as their candidate.  He is a 65-year-old retired pipefitter from Andreas and has tried unsuccessfully for the office twice before.  He lost to Argall in 2006 and 2008. The GOP selected Jerry Knowles who was David Argall’s chief aide when Argall was the 124th District representative.  Previously Knowles was a Schuylkill County Commissioner, as well as both a borough council president and mayor of Tamaqua.  The special election is to take place May 19th 



SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH PEDRO A. CORTÉS REMINDS PENNSYLVANIANS THAT - Monday, April 20, is the deadline to register to vote in the May 19 primary election.  On May 19, voters will cast ballots in the municipal primary election for a variety of local and county races, as well as for candidates seeking Supreme Court, Superior Court, Commonwealth Court, Court of Common Pleas and municipal court seats. Local ballot questions may also appear in each county.



Governor Rendell Announces THE SENATE Confirmation – of John M. Hall as Secretary of Aging. 


GOVERNOR EDWARD G. RENDELL NOMINATED A. MICHAEL PRATT – to a four-year term as a member of the five-person Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission. Mr. Pratt is a partner in the law firm of Pepper Hamilton LLP.  Pratt was chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association in 2008 as well as chancellor-elect in 2007 and vice chancellor in 2006.  The nomination is subject to Senate confirmation. 



FORMER SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DENNIS YABLONSKY – has been named CEO of the Allegheny Conference on Community Development.  Yablonsky takes the reins from Michael Langley, who will serve as a consultant to the Allegheny Conference until the end of the year.



Legislative Developments



the house session is adjourned until 1:00 p.m. Monday, March 16, 2009.

· house session schedule 
          March           30, 31

          April             1, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29

          May              4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13

          June             1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30



The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to meet Monday, March 30, Off the Floor in Room 140 Main Capitol with the agenda to be announced.



The Transportation Committee is scheduled to meet Monday, March 30, Off the Floor in Room 60, East Wing to discuss and consider:

HB 370 Hickernell

Act designating the bridge on State Route 462 in the Borough of Columbia, Lancaster County, as the Herbert "Cubby" Spiese Bridge.

HB 421 Mirabito

Act designating the Arch Street Bridge on State Route 2064, Lycoming County, as the Duboistown Bridge.

HB 458 Fleck

Act designating the bridge carrying U.S. Route 522 over the Aughwick Creek in Shirley Township, Huntingdon County, as the Queen Aliquippa Bridge.

HB 988 Longietti

Act designating the bridge carrying Walnut Street over the Shenango River in the Borough of Sharpsville, Mercer County, as the Sgt. David W. Wallace III Bridge.



The Environmental Resources and Energy Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 at 9:15 A.M. in Room G-50, Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 136 Brooks

Amends the Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act further providing for mining permit; providing for bioenergy crop bonding; and making editorial changes.

HB 1027 Phillips

Amends the Conservation and Natural Resources Act, in Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, further providing for fees and charges.



The Game and Fisheries Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 at 9:30 A.M. in Room 302, Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 320 Haluska

Amends Title 30 (Fish) repealing provisions relating to powers of waterways patrolmen.

HB 181 Cutler

Amends Title 34 (Game) further providing for powers and duties of enforcement officers and for resisting or interfering with an officer.



The Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee on Information Technology is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 302, Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB 782 Creighton

Act providing for a memorandum of understanding between the Commonwealth and the United States Department of Justice or Department of Homeland Security.



The Judiciary Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 at 10:00 A.M. in room 205, Ryan Office Building to consider:

HB 481 Hanna

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) & 42 (Judiciary), in authorized disposition of offenders, further providing for restitution for theft of timber; & in particular rights & immunities; for damages in actions for conversion of timber.

HB 537 Kortz

Amends Title 42 (Judiciary), in juvenile matters, further providing for disposition of dependent child.

HB 567 Gillespie

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) further providing for corruption of minors.

HB 754 Sainato

Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) providing for the offense of unlawful capture and electronic transmission of identifying information.

HB 1051 Sturla

Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations) further providing for release of information in confidential reports and for investigation of reports of suspected child abuse by county agencies.



The Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee on Federal State Relations is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 at 10:30 A.M. in Room 302, Irvis Office Building to consider:

HR 94 Pickett

Resolution urging the U.S. Congress & the Food & Drug Admin. to encourage the use of reduced bisphenol-A in the manufacture of plastic food containers & bottles & to eliminate the importation, sale & advertising of polycarbonate baby bottles.

HR 110 Moul

Resolution strongly urging the Congress of the United States of America to not transfer any Guantanamo detainees to prisons within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

HB139 Hornaman

Resolution memorializing Congress to conduct a full and complete investigation into all foreign and domestic factors affecting gasoline and diesel fuel prices in the United States.

HB 841 Cohen

Act authorizing the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to join the Agreement Among the States to Elect the President by National Popular Vote; and providing for the form of the agreement.



The Professional Licensure Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 at 10:30 A.M. in Room 39 East Wing to consider:

HB 703 Burns

Amends the Landscape Architects' Registration Law further providing for application for license and qualifications and experience requirements of applicants and for continuing education.

Regulation 16A-4317:  Needle Acupuncture 

Amends existing regulations to remove the prohibition against advertising or practicing needle acupuncture for licensees who are registered to do so by the State Board of Medicine or State Board of Osteopathic Medicine 

Regulation 16A-6212:  Continuing Education
Updates and clarifies existing continuing education requirements



The Liquor Control Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 at 10:30 A.M. in Room 60, East Wing to consider:

HB 48 O’Brien, M.

Amends the Liquor Code further providing for definitions.

HB 557 Beyer

Amends the Liquor Code, further providing for applicants for wine auction permits.


The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 Off the Floor in Room 140 Main Capitol with the agenda to be announced.



The Insurance Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 Off the Floor in Room 205, Ryan Office Building to consider:

HB 1089 Matzie

Act providing for group health policies to continue for period of time after termination of employment or membership in health maintenance organizations.

HB 1119 DeLuca

Amends The Insurance Company Law of 1921, providing for suitability of annuity transactions.



The Local Government Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31, Off the Floor in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider:

HB237 Pickett

Act providing for determination of a rural area in certain laws, programs and studies.



The Education Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, April 1 at 9:00 A.M. in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building for a public hearing on Governor’s School of Excellence and Community Education Councils



Republican Policy Committee and the Education Committee are scheduled to meet Wednesday, April 1 at 9:00 A.M. in Room 418 Main Capitol for a joint hearing on graduation competency assessments.  Testimony from a school board member, PASA & PSEA will be heard.  Secretary Zahorchak is invited to testify.  



The Commerce Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, April 1, 2009 at 9:30 A.M. in Hearing Room 4, Keystone Building for a meeting on the works of the Ben Franklin Technology Partners.



The Appropriations Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, April 1, Off the Floor in Room 140 Main Capitol with the agenda to be announced.



The Gaming Oversight Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, April 1 at 3:00 P.M. in Hearing Room 2, North Office Building to consider:

HB 169 Solobay

Amends Local Option Small Games of Chance Act further providing for definitions, permitted games of chance, prize limits, insured games, limited sales, recordkeeping, eligible organizations' use of location for conducting & advertising.



The Aging and Older Adult Services Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, April 2 at 9:30 A.M. in Room G-50, Irvis Office Building for a public hearing on the establishment of a new Department of Aging and Long-Term Living.



The Labor Relations Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, April 2 at 9:30 A.M. in Room 8E-B, East wing for an informational meeting on

HB 400 Lentz

Act providing for the criteria for independent contractors in the construction industry; and imposing penalties.



The Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal Justice is scheduled to meet Thursday, April 2, at 10:00 A.M. in Room 140 Main Capitol for a public hearing on Federal Stimulus



The Health and Human Services Subcommittee on Health is scheduled to meet April 2 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 205, Ryan Office Building for a public hearing on increasing the African-American Health Care Workforce.



The Republican Policy Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, April 2 at 11:00 A.M. in room 418 Main Capitol for a hearing on Performance Based Budgeting.



The Education Subcommittee on Basic Education and Urban Affairs Subcommittee Cities, Third Class are scheduled to meet Thursday, April 2 at 1:00 P.M. in Bethlehem for a joint hearing on the status of PA’s small city schools. 



The Appropriations Subcommittee on Fiscal Policy is scheduled to meet Friday, April 3 at 10:00 A.M. in Room 418 Main Capitol for a public hearing on Marcellus Shale Severance Tax Issue.



The Commerce Committee is scheduled to meet Friday, April 3 at 10:00 A.M. in Hermitage for a public hearing on stimulating economic development in a recession.



The Joint Legislative Conservation Committee is scheduled to meet Monday, March 30 at NOON in Room G-50, Irvis Office Building for a presentation on wood pellets as an alternative hearing source.



The Joint Legislative Budget & Finance Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, April 1 at 10:00 A.M. in Hearing Room 3, North Office Building for a public hearing on tax exempt property, Game Commission compliance with Strategic Plan, assessment of slots on PA Lottery, and summary of
financial and academic status of Duquesne City School District



The Independent Regulatory Review Commission is scheduled to meet Thursday, April 2 at 10:30 A.M. in the 14th Floor Conference Room, 333 Market Street, for a staff meeting and formal consideration of:

Reg. No. 2697 Dept. of Agriculture #2-156: Seed Testing, Labeling & Standards

Reg. No. 2698 Dept. of Agriculture #2-157: General Provisions for Seed Certification

Reg. No. 2699 Dept. of Agriculture #2-158: Standards for Seed Certification

Reg. No. 2752 Insurance Department #11-242: Medicare Supplement Insurance Minimum Standards

Reg. No. 2644 State Board of Osteopathic Medicine #16A-5318: Prescriptive Privileges for Physicians Assistants

Reg. No. 2733 PA Gaming Control Board #125-95: Suppliers' Principal Place of Business; Temporary Credentials and Recordkeeping

Reg. No. 2633 EQB #7-412: Safe Drinking Water - General Update



the senate session stands in recess until 1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 16, 2009.

· senate session schedule 
          March           30, 31

          April             1, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29

          May              4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13

          June             1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30



The Education Committee is scheduled to meet Monday, March 30 at 9:30 A.M. in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building for an extensive oversight budget hearing regarding the Department of Education’s budget and other educational appropriations.



The Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 at 9:15 A.M. in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building for a public informational hearing to discuss how the proposed 2009-2010 budget will affect agriculture and rural Pennsylvania.



The Finance Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 at 9:30 A.M. in Room 8E-B East Wing for a public hearing on the nomination of the Honorable Stephen H. Stetler as the Secretary of Revenue.



The Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, March 31 at 10:30 A.M. in Room 8E-A East Wing for a public hearing for Attorney General, Bureau of Consumer Protection; and a committee meeting to consider:

SB 149 Greenleaf

Amends Title 68 (Real & Personal Property) repealing provisions relating to home inspections; providing for home inspections; establishing the PA Board of Home Inspectors; providing for licensure, etc. & making an appropriation.

SB 241 Tomlinson

Amends the Real Estate Licensing and Registration Act, defining "qualified association"; further providing for prohibited acts and for duties of licensee generally; and providing for handling of deposits and other escrows.

SB 204 Corman

Amends the Telemarketer Registration Act further providing for duration of a listing.

SB 464 Browne

Act providing for use of volunteer time by health care professionals in meeting continuing education requirements.

SB 642 Tomlinson

Amends the Sign Language Interpreter & Transliterator State Registration Act, further providing for definitions, responsibilities of Office for Deaf & Hard of Hearing, for registration, and for State registration denials & revocations.

SR 53 Tomlinson

Resolution designating the month of April 2009 as "Pennsylvania One Call System Month."



The Communications and Technology Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, April 1 at 9:00 A.M. in Room 8E-B East Wing for an informational hearing on Advanced Broadband Services – What’s Next.



Legislative Update



	
	SB 9   
	Scarnati
	Act requiring identification of lawful presence in the United States as a prerequisite to the receipt of public benefits.


	Bill History:
	03-24-09 S Meeting set for 11:00 a.m., Room 461 Main Capitol Building ...Senate State Government
03-24-09 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate State Government
03-24-09 S Reported as committed from Senate State Government
03-24-09 S First consideration
03-25-09 S Set on the Senate Calendar
03-25-09 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations
03-30-09 S Meeting set for 12:30 p.m., Room 461 Main Capitol Building ...Senate Appropriations




Articles of Interest



	03-27-2009
	Gergely takes over as acting chair of labor relations committee
A colleague's bout with pneumonia has led to a Mon-Yough lawmaker getting a key role in funneling federal stimulus funds into Pennsylvania. Advertisement It's one of the issues keeping state Rep. Marc Gergely, D-White Oak, busy, along with unemployment compensation and Duquesne tax rebates.... - MCKEES. NEWS 


	03-26-2009
	Investigators Find Source of Many Foods Untraceable
WASHINGTON — Most food manufacturers and distributors cannot identify the suppliers or recipients of their products despite federal rules that require them to do so, federal health investigators have found. A quarter of the food facilities contacted by investigators as part of the... - NY TIMES 


	03-25-2009
	Rep. D. Evans' PA Fresh Food Financing Initiative to be Focus of DC Conference
  (Press Release)


	03-24-2009
	Education Secretary Emphasizes Importance of Breakfast for Student Performance
  (Press Release)


	03-23-2009
	Dept. of Agriculture: Inside PDA News Bulletin for Friday, March 20, 2009
  (Press Release)




Other Articles



	03-27-2009
	In poll, Pennsylvania voters back driver cell-phone ban
Voters want lawmakers to take heed on safety. By John L. Micek and Josh Drobnyk | Of The Morning Call  March 27, 2009 Pennsylvania voters overwhelmingly support a ban on using hand-held cell phones while driving, a new poll shows. It's a move the state Legislature... - MORNING CALL 


	03-27-2009
	PennDOT: Information about PennDOT Maintenance Operations Available Online
  (Press Release)


	03-26-2009
	‘Energize PA’ initiative revealed to tap state gas deposits
The House Republican Energy Task Force today unveiled at a capitol news conference the “Energize PA” plan to expand natural gas drilling on 390,000 additional acres of state forest land during the next three years. The proposal would provide an additional $260 million per year for state... - TOWANDA DAILY 


	03-25-2009
	Senate Rep. Leaders Seek to Set Core Guidelines For How Stimulus Funds are Spent
  (Press Release)


	03-24-2009
	Penn State: Economic recovery tracked with new Web site
  (Press Release)


	03-24-2009
	Rendell fires Turnpike Commission chairman
Gov. Ed Rendell ousted the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission's chairman on Monday, citing ''overwhelming'' evidence that Mitchell Rubin and his company accepted $150,000 in taxpayer money for work that apparently was never done, and which makes it inappropriate for him to stay on the... - AP 


