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THREE OF SIX GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATES BACK LEGALIZING MEDICAL MARIJUANA- Half of the candidates currently running for governor say they would support legalizing the use of marijuana for medicinal reasons. Of those three candidates in support, two are Democrats - Auditor General Jack Wagner and Montgomery County Commissioner Joe Hoeffel - and one is Republican, state Rep. Sam Rohrer, R-Berks. A poll from 2006 showed 76 percent of Pennsylvania voters also would support legalizing the drug to help manage pain and other side effects of some chronic illnesses. Pollster Terry Madonna of Franklin & Marshall College said that support is a safe position for candidates, but one on which they likely will not be tested.



REGIONAL UNION ORGANIZATIONS ENDORSE WAGNER -Democratic gubernatorial candidate and Auditor General Jack Wagner issued a press release Tuesday announcing several regional labor union endorsements of his campaign. The six organizations supplying their endorsement to Wagner are: International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 29; International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 201; United Mine Workers District 3; American Federation of Government Employees 3rd District; United Food and Commercial Workers Local 1776 and District 1199c of the National Union of Hospital and Health Care Employees, AFSCME, AFL-CIO. Wagner is part of a field of four Democratic candidates seeking their party’s gubernatorial nomination in the May 18th primary election. He announced the endorsements during a press conference at the Pennsylvania AFL-CIO’s 39th Constitutional Convention in Pittsburgh. THE THREE OTHER DEMOCRAT CANDIDATES ARE - Allegheny County Executive Dan Onorato, Montgomery County Commissioner Joe Hoeffel and state Sen. Anthony Hardy Williams of Philadelphia. Onorato has won major statewide labor endorsements, including the Pennsylvania State Education Association, United Steelworkers and the Pennsylvania Conference of Teamsters, as well as several local unions. Three locals in the Philadelphia area have endorsed Hoeffel, while Williams has yet to get a union endorsement. The Pennsylvania AFL-CIO has not made an endorsement in the governor’s race. 



SENATE APPROVED NOMINATIONS OF DCNR, REVENUE SECRETARIES - The state Senate on Wednesday voted unanimously to approve Gov. Ed Rendell’s nominations of John Quigley as secretary of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and C. Daniel Hassell as secretary of the Department of Revenue. Quigley, who has worked for the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources since 2005, initially was nominated to lead the department last April. The Senate committee recommended his confirmation in June, but the full Senate did not take up his nomination and Gov. Ed Rendell recalled the nomination. Rendell later re-submitted Quigley’s appointment. Hassell would replace former Revenue Secretary Steve Stetler, who stepped down late last year, just before he was charged with misuse of his office as a state lawmaker from York. Hassell was the Deputy Secretary for Tax Policy in the department, a post he has held under Rendell since 2003. Hassell also worked for the department from 1981 to 1985. During the period between those two stints, he worked as a budget specialist for the Senate Appropriations Committee Republican staff. Hassell was Deputy Revenue Secretary for fiscal policy and planning from 1995 to 2003 for Republican Govs. Tom Ridge and Mark Schweiker. When Rendell took office, Hassell was promoted to his present post.



CHIAVETTA NAMED SECRETARY OF THE PUC.  Rosemary Chiavetta was appointed Secretary of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC).  She will replace the recently retired Secretary James J. McNulty.  “Rosemary brings many years of expertise with her to the PUC.  This expertise touched a variety of fields providing her with both the Commission and industry perspective.  Rosemary’s expertise will serve this Commission well,” said James H. Cawley, Chairman of the PUC, in a press release.  Chiavetta currently runs Chiavetta Consulting, but has prior experience as Director of Legislative Affairs for the PUC and as general legal counsel to former PUC Chairman John M. Quain.



SPECTER TO BE GUEST SPEAKER AT MONDAY’S PENNSYLVANIA PRESS CLUB LUNCHEON - U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter, D-Pa., will be the featured speaker for Monday's Pennsylvania Press Club luncheon. He's getting a Democratic primary challenge from U.S. Rep. Joe Sestak, D-Delaware, for one of Pennsylvania's two U.S. Senate seats. Former U.S. Rep. Pat Toomey, R-Lehigh, and conservative activist Peg Luksik of Johnstown, are vying for the Republican U.S. Senate nomination. Specter will speak at the Hilton Harrisburg & Towers on Monday starting at 12:30 p.m., then answer questions submitted by the audience. The Pennsylvania Press Club hosts monthly luncheons with prominent newsmakers and statewide candidates. The cost is $25 per person.


Legislative Developments



· House Session Schedule 

April             19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28

May              3, 4, 5, 24, 25, 26

June             7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30

· The House stands in recess until Monday, April 19, at 1:00 p.m. or to the call of the Chair. 



House Commerce will hold a meeting at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, April 19, 2010 in Room 205 Ryan Office Building to consider HB 1498 (Hanna) Amends PA Fair Dealership Law further providing for definitions, termination of dealer agreement, death or incapacitation of dealer & for repurchase of unused specialized repair tools; repealing provisions; providing for remedies & enforcement; HB 60 (Daley) Amends the Housing Finance Agency Law providing for the Pennsylvania Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement Program; & est. the Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement Fund; HB 2394 (Mirabito) Amends Small Business Incubators Act for def., providing for creation of program, incubator grants, loans & responsibilities of local sponsors; repealing provisions; powers & duties of board & indicators of program impact; for funding; HB 2399 (Bradford) Amends Title 64 (Public Authorities and Quasi-Public Corporations) further providing for powers of the Commonwealth Financing Authority. HB 2401 (Taylor, R) Amends Titles 12 (Commerce & Trade) & 64 (Public Authorities & Quasi-Public Corporations), in small business first, for def.; Commonwealth Financing Authority, providing for duties of the authority, indebtedness & for use of moneys.


House State Government will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Monday, April 19, 2010 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider HB 2393 (Gibbons) Act providing for abuse of office, for false reports and for penalties; HB 2409 (Taylor, R) Act providing for ethics in government; prohibiting certain uses of public funds; and providing for penalties; HB 2411(Boyle) Act relating to ethics; and further requiring ethics training for members, officers and employees of the General Assembly; HB 2240 (Solobay) Act authorizing the DGS, with the approval of the Dept. of Military & Veterans Affairs & the Governor, to grant & convey to the Borough of Canonsburg certain lands situate in the Borough of Canonsburg, Washington County HB 2275 (Peifer) Act authorizing DCNR, with the approval of the Gov., to grant & convey to the Canaan Bible Chapel certain lands situate in South Canaan Twnp, Wayne Cnty, in exchange for certain property in South Canaan Twnp, Wayne Cnty, to be conveyed to PA.


House Judiciary will hold a meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Tues. April 20, 2010 in Room 60 East Wing Subcommittee on Family Law on HB 1639 (Manderino) Amends Titles 23 (Domestic Relations) & 42 (Judiciary) further providing for contempt for noncompliance with visitation or partial custody order and for child custody; and making conforming amendments.


House Local Government will hold a meeting on Tues. April 20, 2010 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider HB 2345 (Freeman) Amends the Second Class County Code further providing for vacancy in the office of county commissioner; HB 2346 (Freeman) Amends the County Code, further providing for vacancy in the office of county commissioner; HB 2352 (Freeman) Amends the Third Class City Code, providing for the office and powers and duties of a city administrator or manager;  HB 2353(Freeman) Amends an act authorizing council of any incorporated town to create the office of town manager, and prescribe his powers and duties," further providing for the office of town manager and for powers and duties of a town manager; HB 2354 (Freeman) Amends the Second Class Township Code, further providing for township manager; HB 2356 (Freeman) Amends the Borough Code, further providing for the office of borough manager and for powers and duties of a borough manager; HB 1237 (ONeill) Act authorizing municipalities to acquire highway corridor conservation easements; and providing for highway corridor overlay zoning and for outdoor advertising permits.


House Judiciary will hold a meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tues. April 20, 2010 in Room 60, East Wing to consider HB 190 (Godshall) Amends Title 20 (Decedents, Estates & Fiduciaries) providing for autopsies; HB 387 (Harhart) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) further providing for duties of Pennsylvania State Police; SB 1044 (White, D) Amends Title 61 (Penal and Correctional Institutions) providing for drug redistribution within correctional facilities; SB 1074 (Leach) Amends Title 61 (Penal & Correctional Institutions) providing for State recording system for application of restraints to pregnant prisoners or detainees, for county recording system & for incarceration of pregnant women.


House Labor Relations will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Tues. April 20,2010 in Rom 39 East Wing to consider HB 2242 (Thomas) Amends Tax Reform Code providing for the Keystone Employment and Training Tax Credit.


House Appropriations will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Tues. April 20, 2010 in Room 140 Main Capitol. Agenda to be announced.



House State Government will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Tues. April 20, 2010 in Room 39, East Wing to consider HB 2126 (Josephs) Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, further providing for the qualifications of Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Attorney General; HB 2162 (Josephs) Amends PA Election Code further defining "expenditure" & "political action committee"; for reporting by candidate & political committees & annual reports; limitations on certain contributions; late filing fee; Secretary of the Commonwealth; HB 1290 (McGeehan) Amends PA Human Relations Act further providing for unlawful discriminatory practices.


House Health and Human Services will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Tues. April 20, 2010 in Room 205, Ryan Office Building to consider HB 1572 (Gerber) Amends Title 24 (Education) providing for school foods reform and imposing duties on schools relating to the sale of food and beverages and on the Department of Education and the Department of Health; HB 1594 (Maher) Act relating to delivery of services & programs to persons with disabilities; conferring powers & duties on Office of the Governor; & creating Office for People with Disabilities & Advisory Committee; & providing for powers, duties & funding; HB 1679 (Gerber) Act providing for liability for false claims, for adoption of Congressional intent of the Federal False Claims Act, for treble damages, costs and civil penalties, for powers of the Attorney General and for qui tam actions; HB 1842 (Wheatley) Amends the Public Welfare Code providing for electronic prior approval for Medicaid.


House Insurance will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Tuesday, April 20, 2010 in Room 60, East Wing to consider HB 2392 (Shapiro) Amends The Insurance Company Law further providing for Mini-COBRA small employer group health policies; HB 1865 (Burns) Amends The Insurance Company Law providing for oncology benefit design; HB 2368 (Harhai) Amends The Insurance Department Act further providing for definitions.


House Tourism and Recreational Development will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Tues. April 20, 2010 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building to consider HB 442 (Smith, M.) Amends the Pennsylvania Innkeepers' Rights Act providing for prospective employee background checks; and requiring deadbolt locks in hotels; HR 427 (Barrar) Resolution directing Leg. Budget & Finance Cmte to study local hotel room taxes that support county & regional tourism marketing & convention centers & to determine if revenues are being appropriated in accordance with applicable statutes; HB 2131 (Moul) Amends The County Code, in fiscal affairs, further providing authorization of three per centum hotel tax.


House Education will hold a public hearing at 9:00 a.m. on Wed. April 21, 2010 in Room G-50, Irvis Office Building on HB 1803 (Siproth) Amends the Public School Code further providing for CPR instruction; providing for procedures regarding response to cardiac arrest, for donations for use related to CPR & AED instruction, etc; & providing for availability of AED.


House Tourism and Recreational Development will hold a meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Wed. April 21, 2010 on HB 1651 (Kirkland) Amends Tax Reform Code further providing, in hotel occupancy tax, for definitions.


House Children and Youth will hold a meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Wed. April 21, 2010 in Room 39, East Wing to consider HB 2297 (Bishop) Amends Title 42 (Judiciary), in juvenile matters, further providing for definitions and for disposition of dependent child; and providing for termination of jurisdiction; HB 2258 (Briggs) Amends Title 42 (Judiciary), in juvenile matters, providing for sibling placement and visitation; HB 2338 (Mundy) Act providing for requirements for children in foster care and for grievance policy and procedure.


House Transportation will hold a meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Wed. April 21, 2010 in Room 60, East Wing to consider SB 747 (Rafferty) Act authorizing the Department of Transportation to sell land under certain conditions; and repealing certain provisions of The Administrative Code of 1929; HB 2030 (Stevenson) Act designating U.S. Route 62 in Mercer County as the Mercer County Veterans Highway; HB 2253 (Phillips) Act designating a portion of Route 11 from the Barry King Memorial Bridge to the Montour County line as the Sgt. Brett D. Swank Memorial Highway; HB 2303 (Kirkland) Act redesignating Concord Road in Chester Township, Delaware County, as Judge Robert A. Wright Road; HB 2305 (Mirabito) Act designating the bridge that connects South Williamsport to Williamsport, known as the Market Street Bridge, over the Susquehanna River in Loyalsock Township, Lycoming County, as the Carl E. Stotz Little League Bridge; SB 1115 (Stout) Act designating the Donora-Monessen Bridge in Washington and Westmoreland Counties as the Stan Musial Bridge; HB 914 (Houghton) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles) further providing for ignition interlock; HB1171 (Hanna) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles, further providing for definitions, for restricted account and for registration of snowmobile or ATV; providing for vintage snowmobile permits; and making an editorial change.


House Professional Licensure will hold a meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Wed. April 21, 2010 in Room 302, Irvis Office Building to consider the following regulations:  

Reg. No. 16A-629 - Clarifies and updates existing regulations relating to temporary permits to practice as a nursing home administrator.
Reg. No. 16A-6212 – Clarifies and updates existing regulations relating to temporary permits to practice as a nursing home administrator.


House Appropriations will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Wed. April 21, 2010 in Room 140 Main Capitol. Agenda will be announced.



House Democratic Policy Committee will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Thurs. April 21, 2010 in Ambler Theatre, 108 East Butler Avenue, Ambler on HB 2106 (Taylor, R.) Act establishing the Pennsylvania Health Information Exchange Authority and the Health Information Technology Fund; and providing for grants and loans for health information technology and for duties of the Department of Health.


House Judiciary will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Thur. April 21, 2010 in Room 140 Main Capitol on Medical Liability.



House Agriculture and Rural Affairs will hold a public hearing at 10:30 a.m. on Thur. April 21, 2010 in Penn Township Community Building, Community Room, 260 Lewis
Road, West Grove on HB 2260 (Houghton) Amends Title 3 (Agriculture) providing for the registration, licensing & use of a PA Preferred trademark; establishing the Pennsylvania Preferred Trademark Licensing Fund; and providing for penalties & for enforcement.


Independent Regulatory Review Commission will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Thurs. April 22, 2010 in 333 Market Street, 14th Floor Conference Room, Harrisburg, to consider the following Regulations:
Reg. No. 2788 - State Board of Veterinary Medicine #16A-5723: Biennial Renewal Fees

Reg. No. 2763 - State Board of Psychology #16A-6315: Qualifications

Reg. No. 2713 - Department of Public Welfare #14-513: Family Violence and TANF and GA; and Support from Relatives

Reg. No. 2672 - Department of Health #10-181: School Immunizations; Communicable and Non-communicable Diseases


Joint Legislative Conservation Committee will meet at 12:00 p.m. on Monday, April 19, 2010 in Room G-50 Irvis Office Building for Earth Day Environmental Issues Forum will feature a presentation by PA Cleanways and the Center for Rural PA analyzing the results of the illegal dumping surveys completed across PA by PA Cleanways. PA Cleanways will also discuss plans for the 2010 Great American Cleanup.


· Senate Session Schedule 

April             19, 20, 21

May              3, 4, 5, 24, 25, 26

June             7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30

· The Senate stands in recess until Monday, April 12, at 1:00 p.m. or to the call of the Chair. 



Senate Judiciary will hold a public hearing at 9:00 a.m. on Monday. April 19, 2010 in Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market Street, 11th Floor, Philadelphia on Philadelphia's criminal justice system.


Senate Rules and Executive Nominations will hold an Off the Floor on Mon. April 19, 2010 in Rules Committee and Conference Room to consider certain executive nominations and SB 81 (Earll) Amends the Liquor Code, further defining "eligible entity" & other definitions; for general board powers, wine marketing, Sunday liquor sales, for interlocking business prohibited, number & kinds of licenses & unlawful liquor acts.


Senate Law and Justice and Senate Transportation will meet at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, April 19, 2010 in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building for a Joint public hearing on the Statewide Radio Network


Senate Appropriations will hold a meeting at 12:30 p.m. on Monday, April 19, 2010 in Room 461 Main Capitol to consider SB 288 (Erickson) Act providing for plumbing contractors licensure; establishing the State Board of Plumbing Contractors & providing for its powers & duties; conferring powers & imposing duties on the DLI; establishing fees, fines & civil penalties; SB 507 (Folmer) Act establishing PA High-Risk Health Insurance Pool, Fund & the State Comprehensive Health Insurance Pool Board; providing for powers & duties; for selection of administering insurer & payment of plan costs; & prescribing plan benefits; SB 1176 (White, D) Amends the Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act further providing for the filing fee; SB 1196 (White, D)Amends The Bituminous Mine Subsidence and Land Conservation Act further providing for fees; SB1197 (White, D.) Amends Coal Refuse Disposal Control Act further providing for fees; HB 961 (Buxton) Amends the Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act, further providing for the sunset date for fees; HB 1041 (Kula) Amends Pharmacy Act further providing for definitions, for refusal to grant revocation and suspension and for drug therapy protocols; and providing for collaborative drug therapy management and for construction of act.


Senate Public Health and Welfare will hold a meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Tues. April 20, 2010 in Room 8E-B East Wing to consider the nomination of Harriet Dichter as Secretary of Public Welfare and also to consider: SB 291 (Erickson) Amends the Confidentiality of HIV-Related Information Act, further providing for legislative intent, for consent to HIV-related tests and for counseling; SB 620 (Corman) Amends the Vital Statistics Law providing for certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth; HB 1641 (Gingrich) Act requiring a circulating nurse in certain operating rooms.


Senate Banking and Insurance will hold a meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tues. April 20, 2010 in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building to consider SB 1071 (Browne) Amends Titles 7 (Banks & Banking) and 18 (Crimes & Offenses), in Title 7, providing for short-term loan protection; and, in Title 18, further providing for deceptive or fraudulent business practices & unlicensed short-term lending.


Senate Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Tues. April 20, 2010 in Room 156 Main Capitol on veteran homes and other veteran issues.



Senate Education will hold a meeting at 10:30 a.m. on Tues. April 20,2010 in Room 8E-A, East Wing to consider SB 1192 (Piccola) Amends the Public School Code further providing for definitions; & providing for empowering PDE, school districts, schools & parents to undertake measures necessary to improve the academic performance of students.


Senate Aging and Youth will hold a meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Wed. March 21, 2010 in Room 156 Main Capitol to consider SB 699 (Vance) Act providing for protection of abused, neglected, exploited or abandoned adults; est. a uniform Statewide reporting & investigative system for suspected abuse of adults; providing for protective services & prescribing penalties and a public hearing on the Department of Aging's Integrated Care Option


Legislative Watch

April 12 - April 23, 2010



	
	HB 1498    
	Hanna
	Amends PA Fair Dealership Law further providing for definitions, termination of dealer agreement, death or incapacitation of dealer & for repurchase of unused specialized repair tools; repealing provisions; providing for remedies & enforcement.


	Companions:
	SB 1151
Waugh
(Identical)
 

12-17-09 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs



	Bill History:
	04-19-10 H Meeting set for 11:00 a.m., Room 205, Ryan Office Building ...House Commerce
03-23-10 H Discussed at PA Farm Bureau Press Conference 




	
	HB 1572    
	Gerber
	Amends Title 24 (Education) providing for school foods reform and imposing duties on schools relating to the sale of food and beverages and on the Department of Education and the Department of Health.


	Bill History:
	04-20-10 H Meeting set for Off the Floor, Room 205, Ryan Office Buildin ...House Health and Human Services
04-08-10 H Discussed in Committee ...House Democratic Policy Committee




	
	HB 2260    
	Houghton
	Amends Title 3 (Agriculture) providing for the registration, licensing & use of a PA Preferred trademark; establishing the Pennsylvania Preferred Trademark Licensing Fund; and providing for penalties & for enforcement.


	Bill History:
	04-22-10 H Hearing set for 10:30 a.m., Penn Twp Community Bldg. ...House Agriculture and Rural Affairs




	
	HB 2400    
	Gergely
	Amends Unemployment Compensation Law further providing for definitions and for ineligibility for compensation.


	Bill History:
	04-12-10 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Labor Relations
04-14-10 H Hearing set for 2:00 p.m., Westin Convention Center, Washing ...House Labor Relations
04-08-10 H Meeting cancelled for 04/14/10 ...House Labor Relations
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