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OPEN COMMONWEALTH COURT SEATS DRAWING PLENTY OF INTEREST - According to an article in the Pittsburgh Post Gazette, Commonwealth Court usually flies below the public radar, even though it deals with notable issues such as land use, the environment and financial aid for injured workers. But the court has attracted much interest from both Democrats and Republicans this spring, as eight lawyers and one judge compete for two available seats on the nine-member appellate court. Six Democrats and three Republicans are vying for their party’s nomination in the May 19 primary. The two winning candidates from each party will compete in November, and the two winners in those contests will take office in January. Commonwealth Court is, among lawyers at least, called the “People’s Court.” It hears a wide range of cases, such as eminent domain, in which a government wants to take private land; disputes over elections, municipal law, zoning, historic preservation and the environment; banking and insurance; and regulatory issues and public utilities. Click here to read the Pittsburgh Post Gazette article.


GOVERNOR ANNOUNCES PROPERTY TAX RELIEF - Pennsylvania homeowners will receive nearly $770 million in property tax relief in 2009 under the latest installment from the historic Taxpayer Relief Act, Governor Edward G. Rendell announced yesterday in a press release. Pennsylvania homeowners in 66 counties can receive reductions in the school property tax bills they will receive this summer. Approximately 110,000 Pennsylvania seniors will pay no school property taxes again this year, thanks to state-funded property tax relief, and many more will receive rebates of up to $975 in addition to the property tax relief that all homeowners receive. “Property tax relief is real and it is making a difference in the lives of older adults and hard-working families across Pennsylvania,” Governor Rendell said “In spite of the economic downturn, we are able to maintain the same level of property tax relief in the coming year that homeowners are receiving right now.” Check the PLS Capitol Toolbox for the full story.


TOOMEY LAUNCHES SENATE CAMPAIGN -The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette has reported that Pat Toomey yesterday launched his second bid to win the seat currently held by Arlen Specter in the US Senate. The article notes that Mr. Specter has argued that he is the only Republican who can hold his Senate seat in a state that Barack Obama carried by a margin of 55 percent to 44 percent last November, while Mr. Toomey has said that his decisions to make this run was spurred by the incumbent’s crucial vote for the Obama administration’s stimulus plan in February. Before that, he had been considering a run for the Republican nomination for governor in 2010. Click here to view the entire story.


SENTATE PANEL TO HOLD HEARING ON PA. GAMING CONTROL BOARD NEXT WEEK The state Senate’s Community, Economic and Recreational Development Committee will hold a public hearing Monday with representatives of the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board on the FY 2009-10 gaming budget and other gaming-related issues. The committee will also consider legislation that would impose additional limitations on gaming board expenditures. The bill in question seeks to amend the Pennsylvania Gaming Economic Development and Tourism Fund Capital Budget Itemization Act of 2007 to prohibit the board from distributing money from the fund to Philadelphia until the city’s two slots casinos are “operating and generating gross terminal revenues as certified by the Secretary of Revenue to the State Treasurer.” The meeting will start at 10 a.m. in Room 8-EB of the state Capitol’s East Wing. 



CCAP TO DISCUSS HOW PROPOSED BUDGET WILL AFFECT COMMUNITIES ACROSS PENNSYLVANIA – at a press conference on Tuesday April 21, at 1:00 in 60 East Wing Main Capitol.  The Governor’s proposed FY 2009-2010 budget includes flat funding or decreases in each of the line items that support county human services, including mental health, mental retardation, drug and alcohol prevention and treatment, tobacco cessation, children and youth, juvenile detention and human services administration. Commissioners are traveling to Harrisburg to ask the legislature to at a minimum, maintain funding levels included in the Governor’s proposed budget. Failure to maintain funding levels in the budget will mean that additional costs will be passed to the local level, resulting in property tax increases.



Legislative Developments



the House stands in recess until Monday, April 20, 2009 at 1:00 p.m.

· house session schedule 
          April             20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29

          May              4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13

          June             1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30



House Appropriations will hold an Off the Floor meeting on Monday, April 20, in Room 140 Main Capitol. Agenda to be announced.



House Commerce will hold a Roundtable discussion on Tuesday, April 21 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 60, East Wing to inform members on the state of the financial services industry, both state and national levels, and the health of, prospects for, signs of impact of recovery plan, lending activity changes, tightening of creditworthy requirements, interest rate changes, etc.  Presenters will include the PA Department of Banking, PA Bankers Association, PA Association of Community Bankers and the PA Credit Union Association.



House Consumer Affairs will hold a meeting on Tuesday, April 21, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 140 Main Capitol to consider HB 20 (McCall). The bill amends Title 66 (Public Utilities) further providing for the definition of “overall rate”; and providing for rate phase-in plans.



House Labor Relations will hold a meeting Tuesday, April 21, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 205, Ryan Office Building to consider HB 1123 (Gergely). The bill amends the Industrialized Housing Act, further providing for definitions and for regulations, insignia of certification required.  HB400 (Lentz) will also be considered. The bill concerns an act providing for the criteria for independent contractors in the construction industry; and imposing penalties.


House Commerce will hold a meeting Wednesday, April 21, at 9:30 a.m. in Room 60, East Wing to consider HB 985 (Kessler) Amends the Dept. of Banking Code further providing for employee protection. HB 986 (Kessler) Amends Title 7 (Banks and Banking) further providing for mortgage loan business prohibitions. HB 588 (Markosek) Amends PA Quality Improvement Act further providing for leg. findings & intent, for establishment of the Keystone Alliance for Performance Excellence Awards & Council; repealing provisions; awards & restriction on funds from Commonwealth.



House Intergovernmental Affairs will hold a meeting Wednesday, April 22, at 10:00 in Room 302, Irvis Office Building to consider HR 94 (Pickett): Resolution urging the U.S. Congress & the Food & Drug Admin. to encourage the use of reduced bisphenol-A in the manufacture of plastic food containers & bottles & to eliminate the importation, sale & advertising of polycarbonate baby bottles. HR 110 (Moul): Resolution strongly urging the Congress of the United States of America to not transfer any Guantanamo detainees to prisons within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  And HR139 (Hornaman): Resolution memorializing Congress to conduct a full and complete investigation into all foreign and domestic factors affecting gasoline and diesel fuel prices in the United States.



House Appropriations will meet on Wednesday, April 22, in Room 140 Main Capitol for an Off the Floor meeting. Agenda to be announced.



House Consumer Affairs will hold a public meeting on Thursday, April 23, at 9:00 in Room G-50, Irvis Office Building on HB 744 (Solobay). The bill Amends Title 66 (Public Utilities) further providing for def.; in rates & ratemaking, further providing for sliding scale of rates & adjustments; & in service & facilities, for ownership & maintenance of natural gas & art. gas service lines.



House Insurance will hold a public hearing on Thursday, April 23, at 9:30 a.m. in Room 418, Main Capitol on HB 247 (Mundy). The bill amends Health Care Facilities Act reenacting & amending provisions relating to def., powers & duties of the Dept. of Health & State health services plan; regs.; certificate of need & issuance of license & payments; repealing sunset provisions.


House Health and Human Services will hold a public hearing Thursday, April 23, at 11:00 in Room 205, Ryan Office Building on ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease).



House Republican Policy Committee will hold a public hearing on Thursday, April 23 at a time to be determined regarding school consolidation, hosted by Rep. Dally.



Joint Legislative Conservation Committee will hold a public hearing on Thursday, April 23, at9:00a.m.in Hearing Room 1,North Office Building. The hearing will be in regards to ACT 101 of 1988, the Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act.

 
the Senate stands in recess until Monday, April 20, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. 
· senate session schedule 
          April             20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29

          May              4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13

          June             1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30



Senate Community, Economic and Recreational Development will hold a public hearing on Monday, April 20, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 8E-B East Wing. The hearing will consider SB200 (Earll) which amends the PA Gaming Economic Development and Tourism Fund Capitol Budget Itemization act of 2007, further providing limitation on expenditures SB 655 (Logan) which amends Title 4 (Amusements), further providing for political influence restriction and to conduct a public hearing with representative of the PA Faming Control Board relative to the FY 2009-20 Gaming Budget and other gaming related issues.



Senate Appropriations will hold a meeting Monday, April 20, at 12:30 p.m. in Room 461 Main Capitol to consider SB 45 (Greenleaf) Amends the Landscape Architects' Registration Law, further providing for application for license & qualifications and experience requirements of applicants & for continuing education. SB 48 (Greenleaf) Act providing for the acquisition and operation of the Horsham Joint Interagency Installation and limitation on use of installation. SB 105 (Browne) Act providing for the establishment of a searchable budget database-driven Internet website detailing certain information concerning taxpayer investments. SB 115 (White, MJ) Amends the Air Pollution Control Act further providing for public review of state implementation plans. SB 116 (White, MJ) Act providing for environmental funds reporting and disclosure by the DEP. SB 117 (White, MJ) Amends the Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund Act further providing for annual reports; and making editorial changes. SB 118 (White, MJ) which amends the Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act further providing for the fund and for civil penalties. SB 275 (White, D) an act establishing the Coal Methane Review Board to resolve disputes between property owners over the location of coal bed methane wells and access roads. 



Rules and Executive Nominations will meet Off the Floor Monday, April 20, in the Rules Committee Conference Room to consider certain Executive Nominations.



Senate Communications and Technology will hold a meeting on Wednesday April 22, at 9:00 a.m. in Hearing Room 1, North Office Building with the Pennsylvania Public Television Network.



Senate Education will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, April 22, at 1:00 p.m. in Hearing Room 1, in the North Office Building regarding teacher strikes in Pennsylvania.



Legislative Updates



	
	HB 1259   
	Cohen
	Amends the Food Act further providing for inspection, sampling and analysis.


	Companions:
	HB 1328
Cohen
(Refiled from 07R Session)



	Bill History:
	04-13-09 H Filed
04-15-09 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Agriculture and Rural Affairs




	
	HB 1260   
	Cohen
	Amends Title 3 (Agriculture) providing for food-related illnesses and threat to food supply.


	Companions:
	HB 1326
Cohen
(Refiled from 07R Session)



	Bill History:
	04-13-09 H Filed
04-15-09 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Agriculture and Rural Affairs




	
	HB 1265   
	Brooks
	Amends Tax Reform Code further providing, in corporate net income tax, for definitions and for imposition of tax.


	Companions:
	HB 1599
Brooks
(Refiled from 07R Session)



	Bill History:
	04-15-09 H Filed
04-16-09 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Finance




	
	HR 94   
	Pickett
	Resolution urging the U.S. Congress & the Food & Drug Admin. to encourage the use of reduced bisphenol-A in the manufacture of plastic food containers & bottles & to eliminate the importation, sale & advertising of polycarbonate baby bottles.


	Bill History:
	04-22-09 H Meeting set for 10:00 a.m., Room 302, Irvis Office Building ...House Intergovernmental Affairs




Articles of Interest



	04-17-2009
	Local, State Agencies Lack Resources to Ensure Food Safety
Local and state health officials trying to prevent food illness outbreaks are stymied by scarce resources, weak leadership from the federal government and bureaucratic barriers, according to a new study public health experts released yesterday. While much of the current debate about improving food safety has focused on... - WASH POST 


	04-17-2009
	To Fill Food Safety Gap, Processors Pay Inspectors
HURON, Calif. — Clipboard in hand, Debra Anderson spent three hours one recent sunny morning trooping through a field of romaine lettuce looking for trouble. Skip to next paragraph Enlarge This Image Peter DaSilva for The New York Times Workers harvest romaine lettuce at a Church Brothers field in Huron, Calif.... - NY TIMES 


	04-15-2009
	Food Safety, One Pistachio at a Time
For those concerned about food safety, one of the most encouraging events in years was the recent blanket warning from the Food and Drug Administration about salmonella in pistachios. The agency advised consumers to store or throw out pistachios while investigators figured out which... - NY TIMES 


	04-14-2009
	Immigration Reform and Hard Times
The Obama administration said last week that it would begin a major push for immigration reform this year. The country’s two big labor federations just announced that they are joining forces to support that effort, which includes a path to citizenship for undocumented workers.... - NY TIMES 


	04-14-2009
	Make food safe without hurting farming
By Congressman Joe Pitts Our part of Pennsylvania has been known for more than two centuries for its remarkably productive soil. It is no surprise, then, that we have one of the highest concentrations of organic and natural farms in America. Converting a farm from conventional production to organic production is no... - PHOENIX. NEWS 


	04-13-2009
	Inside PDA News Bulletin for April 10, 2009
  (Press Release)


	04-13-2009
	Manufacturer & Business Assoc.: Legislators Intro Bill to Ban 'Card Check'
  (Press Release)


	04-13-2009
	GPS makes farming more efficient, cheaper and greener
The device helps North Whitehall farmers reduce use of fertilizer. By Arlene Martínez | Of The Morning Call  April 13, 2009 Joel Newhard is behind the wheel of a sprayer, guiding the large machine as it drops liquid fertilizer from a system of small hoses onto a wheat field... - MORNING CALL 




Other Articles



	04-17-2009
	Pa. wants to limit industry contaminants in rivers
HARRISBURG, Pa. — Pennsylvania officials say they will seek limits on secondary industrial contaminants in all discharges from new or expanding wastewater plants... - AP 


	04-16-2009
	Metcalfe Announces 'Locked & Loaded' Speaker Lineup for Right to Bear Arms Rally
  (Press Release)


	04-15-2009
	Mayors, Police Chiefs Join Governor to Push for Assault Weapon Restrictions
  (Press Conference)


	04-14-2009
	More slots tax cuts on the way
BY CHARLES THOMPSON Of The Patriot-News The state apparently has raised enough money from casinos to make another round of cuts in school property tax bills. District-by-district discounts won't be available until next month. But administration officials said the statewide totals -- which include... - PATRIOT 


	04-13-2009
	Governor Rendell: PA Making it Easier to Build, Renovate Energy Efficient Bldgs
  (Press Release)


	04-13-2009
	Gov. Rendell Announces Another Year of Property Tax Relief for Homeowners
  (Press Release)


