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SPECIAL SENATE ELECTION IN SCHUYLKILL COUNTY – scheduled for Tuesday, March 3.  Representative Dave Argall is the GOP nominee and Schuylkill County Treasurer Steve Lukach is the democrat nominee.  The 29th senatorial district comprises all of Schuylkill County, and parts of Berks, Carbon, Lehigh, Monroe and Northampton counties.  Township polling sites will be opened Tuesday between 7 A.M. and 8 P.M.



Governor Rendell Forms Food Safety Council – to provide better oversight of Pennsylvania’s food supply from the field to the dinner table.  This is the first council in the state to focus on food safety, members will advise the Governor on direction for security protocols and practices at all stages of the food supply. The council will also help facilitate coordination among federal, regional, state and local efforts. The council will be chaired by Agriculture Secretary Dennis Wolff and Health Secretary Everette James.  The 22-member Food Safety Council will meet quarterly and members of the council will be appointed for terms of two years.



REPRESENTATIVE ROBERT E. BELFANTI JR., D-NORTHUMBERLAND – was airlifted to Hershey Medical Center on Wednesday afternoon where he remains for treatment of acute pneumonia.  Best wishes go out to him and his family as he fights to regain his health.  Representative Belfanti, a Democrat, serves all of Montour County and parts of Northumberland and Columbia counties. He has been a member of the state House since 1981 and is currently chairman of the Labor Relations Committee and a member of the Rules Committee.



BUDGET HEARINGS ARE SCHEDULED IN BOTH CHAMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY – each chamber’s schedule is listed below.  Senate hearings on the Governor’s proposed budget will be available for viewing live on the internet and can be accessed at www.pasen.gov/Video/SenateVideo.cfm and will also be available live on www.pasenategop.com and www.pasenate.com.  House budget hearings are available live via streaming video on the House web site, www.pahouse.com .   


Legislative Developments


the house session is adjourned until 1:00 p.m. Monday, March 9, 2009.

· house session schedule 
          March           (Budget Hearings 2, 3) 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31

          April             1, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29

          May              4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13

          June             1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30



House Budget Hearing Schedule

Week of March 3

Monday, March 2, 2009                                                                                          Tuesday, March 3, 2009

10 am           Department of Education                                                      

9 am            Department of Public Welfare
1 pm            State-Related Universities (Penn State, Pitt, Temple & Lincoln)    
1 pm            Office of the Governor/
2 pm            State System of Higher Education                                         



Executive Offices













3 pm             Member Testimony

                                     



The Professional Licensure Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 5 in Philadelphia for a public hearing on the Operations and Responsibilities of the Navigation Commission and reviews of the effects of Act 19 of 2007.



The Urban Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, march t in Philadelphia for a public meeting on the fiscal condition of Philadelphia.



The Tourism and Recreational Development Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, March 5 at 3:00 P.M. in Chester for a public hearing – Philadelphia and the Countryside:  Working Together to promote a region.



The Tourism and Recreational Development Committee is scheduled to meet Friday, March 6 at 9:00 A.M. in Philadelphia for a public hearing on Tourism – The Economic Solution.



The Professional Licensure Committee is scheduled to meet Friday, March 6 at 10:00 A.M. in Philadelphia for a public hearing on the current Funeral Director Regulations and the recent court case involving theft of body parts.



The Urban Affairs Committee is scheduled to meet Friday, March 6 at 10:00 A.M. in Philadelphia for a public briefing by the Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance.



The Children and Youth Committee is scheduled to meet Friday, March 6 at NOON in Philadelphia for a public hearing on violence in video games.



The Commerce Committee is scheduled to meet Friday, march 6 at 1:30 P.M. in Philadelphia for a public hearing on economic development in a recession.



the senate session stands in recess until 1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 9, 2009.

· senate session schedule 
          March           (Budget Hearings 2, 3, 4, 5) 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31

          April             1, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29

          May              4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13

          June             1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30



Senate Budget Hearing Schedule

Week of March 3

Monday, March 2, 2009                                                                        Tuesday, March 3, 2009

10 am       DPW Medical Assistance/Cash Programs Assistance                  10 am       Department of Education - Basic 


1 pm         DPW Non-Medical Assistance/Cash Assistance Programs     
                     Education (K-12)


     








     1 pm        Department of Education – Higher













Education














     3:15 pm   Pennsylvania State Police 
                                                                                                            

Wednesday, March 4, 2009                                                                   Thursday, March 5, 2009

10 am           Department of Conservation & Natural Resources                  10 am      PSERS/SERS

1 pm            Department of Aging                                                            1 pm       Department of Community & Economic

2:30 pm        Department of Transportation 



                        Development
                                                          



Legislative Updates

	
	HB 174   
	Carroll
	Amends Title 3 (Agriculture) codifying the Public Eating & Drinking Place Law & the Food Act; providing for the protection of public health & regulations.; requiring licensing; for food employee certification & farmers' markets; making appeals.

Notes from House Agriculture & Rural Affairs Committee 02-24-09

Amends Title 3 (Agriculture) codifying the Public Eating and Drinking Place Law and the Food Act; providing for the protection of public health and for regulations; requiring licensing; further providing for food employee certification and for farmers' market; providing for penalties; and making related repeals.

A00221 by Carroll, coordinates the regulation of bottled water and makes the regulation uniform and consistent. 

The amendment was unanimously adopted 

A00239 by Boback, provides that except when washing fruits and vegetables or when approved by the department, food employees may not contact exposed, ready-to-eat foods with their bare hands, and shall use suitable utensils such as deli tissue, spatulas, tongs, single-use gloves or dispensing equipment. 

The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

A00231 by Rohrer, eliminates the $150 fee for the first follow-up inspection during the licensure period. The amendment was adopted. 

Voting for the amendment: Minority Chairman Samuel Rohrer (R-Berks) and Representatives Karen Boback (R-Luzerne), Jim Cox (R-Berks), Eugene DePasquale (D-York), Richard Grucela (D-Northampton), Gary Haluska (D-Cambria), Adam Harris (R-Juniata), David Hickernell (R-Lancaster), Tom Houghton (D-Chester), Mark Keller (R-Perry), Carl Metzgar (R-Somerset), David Millard (R-Columbia), Rick Mirabito (D-Lycoming), Tina Pickett (R-Bradford), and Timothy Solobay (D-Washington). 

Voting against the amendment: Chairman Michael Hanna (D-Clinton) and Representatives Mike Carroll (D-Luzerne), Scott Conklin (D-Centre), David Kessler (D-Berks), Frank Oliver (D-Philadelphia), and Joseph Preston (D-Allegheny). 

Minority Chairman Rohrer said there is an issue with imposing a penalty and fine for the second inspection and the amendment would provide less incentive for a second inspection. 

Rep. Carroll said he understands the concern but said the $150 is a re-inspection fee and not a penalty and it is reasonable. He added the second inspection only occurs if there were violations during the first inspection. Rep. Carroll also pointed out this amendment language was added last session but was removed in the Senate. 

Rep. Cox said he supported the amendment because the current language does create an incentive to go back for a second inspection to generate more revenue. He added he would lobby the Senate to keep the amendment language in the bill if it is adopted. 

Rep. Keller asked if the licensing fee covers the cost of the first inspection. Rep. Carroll said, "Yes". He reiterated that it is not a penalty but a re-inspection fee. Rep. Keller wanted to know what the license fee is used for. Rep. Carroll said it pays for the license and the first inspection. Sheri Morris from the Department of Agriculture's Bureau of Food Safety said the fee pays for the license and the first inspection. She also said the second inspection is done if violations or problems are found during the first inspection.

 

Minority Chairman Rohrer made a motion to postpone the vote on the bill for a period of three weeks. The motion failed with the committee Republicans voting for the motion and the committee Democrats voting against the motion. 

Minority Chairman Rohrer told committee members there are two concerns with the legislation: the requirement for a full time inspector on site of which he doubted the practicality and questioned the cost; and the need for uniform 

standards. 

Minority Chairman Rohrer argued the department's standards should be uniform and used statewide and expressed concern the same business would face different standards in different municipalities. He said the differences could be worked out in committee instead of on the House floor. 

Chairman Hanna opposed the motion. He pointed out both issues were considered during the last session when similar legislation was debated. Chairman Hanna said both issues were discussed at length. Regarding uniformity, he told the committee it would involve amending three separate acts. 

Rep. Haluska asked if the full time inspector is only required when food is being prepared. Chairman Hanna said, "Yes". 

Rep. Carroll argued there will be plenty of opportunities to reach an agreement on the legislation but he doubted a compromise will be reached. 

On the issue of uniformity, Rep. Solobay asked if there is a higher local standard, is it possible an owner of McDonalds in two locations could have different standards to meet. Chairman Hanna said there could be different standards. Rep. Solobay said it is an issue that needs to be addressed. 

Minority Chairman Rohrer said it is not his intent to stop the bill but to correct it. He also said safety standards are already in place and he is not prepared to say a compromise is unreachable. 

Chairman Hanna said the legislation must be addressed now.  The bill was reported as amended with committee Democrats voting "Yes" and the committee Republicans voting "No"




	Bill History:
	02-24-09 H Meeting set for 2:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building ...House Agriculture and Rural Affairs
02-24-09 H Voted favorably from committee as amended House Agriculture and Rural Affairs




	
	HB 511   
	Cutler
	Amends Title 3 (Agriculture) & 18 (Crimes & Offenses) providing for the definitions of "agricultural biosecurity areas" & for "posted notice"; & further providing for keeping & handling of domestic animals, for criminal trespass & ecoterrorism.

Notes from House Agriculture & Rural Affairs Committee 02-24-09

Amends Title 3 (Agriculture) and 18 (Crimes & Offenses) defining "agricultural biosecurity areas" and "posted notice" and adding that the department has authority to require the establishment of an agricultural biosecurity area. A "specified offense against property" would include an offense under section 3503 (relating to criminal trespass) only if the actor commits the crime for the purpose of releasing a dangerous transmissible disease or hazardous substance, as those terms are defined under 3 Pa.C.S. 2303 (relating to definitions), threatening or terrorizing the owner or occupant of the premises, starting or causing to be started any fire upon the premises or defacing or damaging the premises. Lastly, the legislation provides for the offense criminal trespass in an agricultural biosecurity area. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.



	Bill History:
	02-24-09 H Meeting set for 2:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building ...House Agriculture and Rural Affairs
02-24-09 H Voted favorably from committee on House Agriculture and Rural Affairs




	
	HB 616  
	Boyd
	Amends Title 42 (Judiciary & Judicial Procedure) providing for liability rules applicable to product sellers.


	Companions:
	HB 123
Boyd
(Refiled from 07R Session)
SB 705
Baker, L
(Refiled from 07R Session)



	Bill History:
	02-24-09 H Filed
02-24-09 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Judiciary




	
	HB 651   
	DeLuca
	Act requiring information about carbon monoxide additives to be placed on packaging labels of meats sold at retail.


	Bill History:
	02-26-09 H Filed
02-27-09 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Agriculture and Rural Affairs




Articles of Interest

	02-27-2009
	Business news briefs
Unemployment claims continue to increase New jobless claims rose more than expected last week and the number of Americans continuing to receive unemployment benefits has topped 5.1 million, fresh evidence the recession is increasingly forcing employers to shed jobs. The Labor Department said yesterday that first-time requests for... - POST-GAZ. 


	02-27-2009
	$25 boost in jobless pay takes effect this week
HARRISBURG, Pa. — A $25-a-week boost for Pennsylvania residents receiving unemployment compensation starts this week.... - AP 


	02-26-2009
	Govs split over expanding jobless benefits
Out of a $787 billion economic recovery package successfully launched by the Obama administration this month, a $7 billion fund to expand unemployment benefits to a half-million more people has become a lightening rod for opposition by a group of Republican governors.... - STATELINE.ORG 


	02-25-2009
	Gov. Rendell Forms Food Safety Council to Protect Public Health, Food Supply
  (Press Release)


	02-24-2009
	Rep. Cutler Legislation Would Protect Food Supply
  (Press Release)


	02-24-2009
	Slump puts pressure on food manufacturers
Scripps Howard As the consumer world continues to shift and slide alarmingly, Pittsburgh-based H.J. Heinz Co. has strategies to keep profits going up and market share from eroding toward private label or second-tier brands. But to hear Heinz Chairman Bill Johnson tell it, a rush to offer consumer... - READING EAGLE 


	02-23-2009
	Agriculture
Food safety workshop for produce growers set A food safety workshop for produce growers will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on March 25 and repeated on March 31. Northeast Pennsylvania locations on March 25 include the Tioga County Extension Office in Wellsboro and the... - WILLIAM. SUN 


	02-23-2009
	Bee populations continue to disappear
Although experts are not exactly sure why, honeybee populations have been disappearing at alarming rates over the past few years — a phenomenon known as Colony Collapse Disorder. Jim Bobb, past president of the Pennsylvania State Beekeeper’s Association and active area beekeeper, shed some light on this unfortunate... - NORRIS. HERALD 


	02-23-2009
	Giant Stores, Martin's Markets remove two recalled products from shelves
by ELIZABETH GIBSON, Of The Patriot-News Monday February 23, 2009, 10:40 AM Giant Food Stores and Martin's Food Markets have removed products from store shelves in response to recalls by two manufacturers. Northern Star Company's Simply Southwest Style Hash Brown could be... - PATRIOT 


	02-22-2009
	As unemployment grows, newly jobless find process of getting benefits changed
If the government offices tracking the number of Americans out of work are right, every day thousands more are facing the often novel experience of figuring out how to apply for unemployment assistance while they try to get their lives back in order. About 434,000 Pennsylvanians, including 55,500 in the seven-county... - POST-GAZ. 


	02-22-2009
	Nation’s Governors See a Dismal Economic Outlook and a Slow Recovery
WASHINGTON — The nation’s governors said Saturday that passage of a $787 billion bill to stimulate the economy might help them avert draconian budget cuts, but that they did not expect to see signs of an economic recovery until late this year or early 2010. The officials, arriving here for the winter meeting of the National... - NY TIMES 


	02-22-2009
	Another Blow Against Trans Fats in Foods
TWO years after New York City banned partially hydrogenated oil, a common ingredient in baked goods and frozen French fries linked to heart disease, local governments around the region are considering and imposing similar measures. Officials in Suffolk County on Long Island are the latest to adopt a ban on... - NY TIMES 




Other Articles

	02-27-2009
	President Pro Tempore Appoints New IRRC Commissioner
  (Press Release)


	02-27-2009
	70 Youths Sue Former Judges in Detention Kickback Case
More than 70 juveniles and their families filed a class-action lawsuit Thursday against two former judges who pleaded guilty this month in a scheme that involved their taking kickbacks to put young offenders in privately run detention centers. Skip to next paragraph... - NY TIMES 


	02-26-2009
	Lawmakers press Pa. governor on NYC train
WASHINGTON — Four U.S. lawmakers from Pennsylvania are asking Gov. Ed Rendell to form an agency to oversee a proposed train line between Scranton and New York City... - AP 


	02-26-2009
	Census Finds Fewer Homes Have a Child in Residence
Aging baby boomers and declining fertility rates mean that fewer than half of American families include a child living at home, the Census Bureau said Wednesday. That is one of the findings from the bureau’s 2008 Current Population Survey on family structure. The survey shows wide disparities in living... - NY TIMES 


	02-26-2009
	Most Pennsylvanians favor video poker, poll shows
A substantial majority of state residents favor legalizing video poker, taxing it and using the money to help students attend public colleges, but vast numbers oppose consolidating local school districts, according to a new Franklin & Marshall/Times-Shamrock Newspapers poll.... - POTTS. REP. 


	02-25-2009
	PPL to downsize management, staff by 200
PPL Corp. will lay off 200 management and staff positions throughout its organization. The Allentown-based energy company and parent of the region’s dominant eclectic utility announced the cuts Tuesday, citing financial pressures caused by the recession. The company declined to disclose where cuts would be made. Spokesman Dan... - WB CIT. VOICE 


	02-24-2009
	DEP Budget Proposal Protects Environment, Promotes Job Growth Hanger Tells Cmte
  (Press Release)


	02-24-2009
	Drilling companies of all sizes would benefit from legislation
Tuesday, February 24, 2009 The modern-day version of the gold rush is on in Pennsylvania. Companies have flocked to the state to take advantage of new technology that allows them to drill for natural gas. In particular they are buying up land along the Marcellus Shale rock formation of the state.... - PATRIOT 


	02-24-2009
	New Jersey Senate approves medical marijuana bill
Tuesday, February 24, 2009 By Trish G. Graber The Express-Times TRENTON | The state Senate voted Monday to legalize the use of marijuana for medicinal purposes, a huge step toward making New Jersey the 14th state to allow residents with serious debilitating conditions to use it for... - EASTON EXPRESS 


	02-24-2009
	4 newspaper companies that have filed Chapter 11
Four newspaper companies have filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection since December, though their newspapers continue to operate. Here are some details:... - AP 


	02-24-2009
	U.S. takes first step towards limiting medical treatment (2/24/09)
The Issue: Hidden in the stimulus bill was a provision to monitor and guide health-care treatments. Our Opinion: Those decisions should be made by a patient and his or her doctor, not by a federal agency. The measure creates a federal bureaucracy - the National Coordinator of... - READING EAGLE 


	02-23-2009
	Hoffa Denounces Hershey for Exporting American Jobs to Mexico
  (Press Release)


	02-23-2009
	Pa. budget woes threaten cultural and historical sites
By Stephan Salisbury Inquirer Culture Writer The Chester County Historical Society has already cut all salaries by 20 percent and reduced its days of operation to four a week. Johnson House, a way station on the Underground Railroad and now a National Historic Landmark in the 6300 block of Germantown Avenue, is open only... - INQUIRER 


	02-23-2009
	Federal deadline looms for river cleanup programs
Pennsylvania’s history of protecting its water supply has been slow and unsteady, pandering much of the time to industrialists who have polluted the state’s rivers. Now the state, along with New York and Maryland, face a federal deadline next year to show improvement in the vast Susquehanna River basin, which... - JOHN. TRIB 


	02-22-2009
	Nation’s Governors See a Dismal Economic Outlook and a Slow Recovery
WASHINGTON — The nation’s governors said Saturday that passage of a $787 billion bill to stimulate the economy might help them avert draconian budget cuts, but that they did not expect to see signs of an economic recovery until late this year or early 2010. The officials, arriving here for the winter meeting of the National... - NY TIMES 


